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LETTERS 


PROVE ’EM WRONG 
Dear Huskers: 

I live in Wichita, Kan., and I am glad 
that one of the local radio stations car- 
ries the Husker games. However, the 
Saturday of the Kansas State game, this 
station aired the American League 
playoff game. I was forced to listen to 
the Wildcat Football Network. 

One of the announcers said that Ger- 
ry Gdowski is a good quarterback, but 
not good enough to beat OU, Colorado 
or Miami. He went on to say that Steve 
Taylor was good too, but he couldn’t win 
the big ones either. He then said that NU 
is a good team, but doesn’t have what 
it takes to win a national championship. 

I think Nebraska does have what it 
takes. I think that Gdowski is a better 
quarterback than Taylor. In fact, NU is 
a championship contender as far as I am 
concerned. Let’s prove all of those skep- 
tics wrong and win it all. 

Danny Baker 
Wichita, Kan. 


NS 
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HARPER UPDATE 
Dear Huskers: 

Here’s an update in regard to a recent 
subscriber’s letter about Willie Harper. 
He lives in Sunnyvale, Calif. He is a 
football coach at a local high school. His 
two sons are Willie and John and they 
go to Fremont High School here in Sun- 
nyvale. They play football and they are 
both good, In fact, Willie was recently 
named Player of the Week by the San 
Jose Mercury. 1 love your magazine. 
Mary E. Schmidt 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 


SHOCKING POLL 
Dear Huskers: 

I was shocked to see that the Associat- 
ed Press football pollsters had ranked 
Colorado above Nebraska. Colorado 
may have played a tougher schedule but 
the Huskers are proven winners. I guess 
Nebraska will set the Buffs straight on 
November 4 in Boulder. 


I also hate to see OU and OSU hav- 
ing a bad year (I’m being sarcastic). 
Nothing pleased me more than to hear 
Oklahoma getting beat by Texas and 
OSU having to rally to beat Kansas State 
— on the same day! Life can’t get any 
better. Go Huskers! 

Darin Vassar 
Charlotte, N.C. 


WHAT ABOUT IOWA? 
Dear Huskers: 

Is there any chance that Nebraska and 
Iowa would resume playing each other 
on a yearly basis? I wish that Nebraska 
could have a rivalry like the Oklahoma- 
Texas or Arkansas-Mississippi. It would 
be neat to see the pride of two states on 
the line and Nebraska win the game. 
Maybe if that would happen, everybody 
would quit griping about the Huskers’ 
schedule. 
Bobby Retherd 
Alliance, Neb. 
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Letters 


Bobby: If the Huskers and Hawkeyes 
square off, it will be a long time into 
the future. Nebraska future schedules 
have been confirmed through 1996, and 
Iowa is not on the slate. But you have 
a nice idea. Nebraska seems to have a 
couple of neighboring states (Minneso- 
ta and Iowa) that would make interest- 
ing non-conference rivals. However, 
both play in the Big Ten and only have 
three non-conference games available 
each year. 


FIE ON SI 
Dear Huskers: 

Sports Illustrated has done it again to 
the Big Eight. 

I guess they think their attacks on Ok- 
lahoma and Colorado weren’t enough. 
Now they are jumping on Nebraska for 
playing a soft schedule. I guess they 
couldn't dig up any dirt, so they decid- 
ed to give this angle a try. 

I honestly believe that everyone in the 
Big Eight area should boycott this so- 
called “*magazine.” If the “‘journalists” 
at S/ would see your in-depth coverage 
of Nebraska football, they would be 
ashamed. Keep up the good work and 
down with S/! 

Kathy Zimmerman 
Dodge City, Kan. 


STRAIGHT TO THE POINT 
Dear Huskers: 

I am especially proud of Nebraska’s 
football tradition in that the Cornhuskers 
have been able to now go 28 seasons 
with a winning record, which I think is 
phenominal. I have asked many of my 
friends and called several local sports 
writers and have been unable to find any 
team that even comes close to this in- 
credible winning streak. 

This is a sign of Nebraska’s greatness, 
both on and off the field. Do you have 
any records that indicates who the No. 
2 team is as far as consecutive winning 
seasons go? I know that Notre Dame, 
Southern California, Texas, Alabama, 
Penn State, Ohio State and Michigan 
have all had losing or .5O00 seasons in 
recent years. Is anyone even close? 
Bob Williams 
Chicago, III. 


Bob: Oklahoma University is second 
behind Nebraska with 23 straight win- 
ning seasons. To clarify a point, your 
reference to 28 consecutive winning 
campaigns, of course, includes 1989 be- 
cause seven regular-season victories 
have been posted. OU’s string of 23 is 
very likely going to reach 24 this year 
even though the Sooners haven’t posted 
their sixth victory, yet. 


BANK DEPOSIT 
Dear Huskers: 

I can’t hold back any longer! I know 
Coach Osborne emphasizes how you are 
not supposed to look ahead to an oppo- 
nent down the line, but I’ve just got to 
say that the Colorado game is not go- 
ing to be all that it’s cracked up to be. 
I take a lot of grief here in Denver from 
Buff fans who think their team is going 
to run all over us and go on to win the 
national championship. Well, they just 
don’t seem to understand that Nebras- 
ka isn’t Illinois or Washington or poor 
old Texas. Colorado has beaten some 
good teams this year, but none that clas- 
sify as great, which is what Nebraska is. 

I don’t think the game is going to be 
close either, except that it’s going to be 
the Big Red that’s on the winning end 
of a blowout score. We haven’t come 
close to showing our potential this year, 
but it’s going to be an awesome display 
both against Colorado and Oklahoma, 
then we’re going to the Orange Bow! to 
face Notre Dame in a true classic for 
the national title. You can take that to 
the bank. 

Dina Morgan 
Denver, Colo. 


CONGRATS 
Dear Huskers: 

I would like to congratulate the team 
on its 100th season. I hope it will be a 
national championship season. 
Kenneth Rhue 
Omaha 
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Hard to Say Good-Bye 


HAPPY-GO-LUCKY MARVIN SANDERS UNDERSTANDS 
THE SERIOUS IMPACT OF BEING A ROLE MODEL. 


u 


Sanders’ interception against NIU sparked him 
to “do something more each time” 


By Rod Henkel 


arvin Sanders becomes teary 
eyed when he recalls last 
summer’s experience with a 


baseball team. 

As the coach of a group of 14- and 
15-year-old boys, Sanders developed 
much more than coach-player relation- 
ships with his team members. 

The season ended with a city tourna- 
ment at the University of Nebraska's 
Buck Beltzer field, and after a loss came 
the time to say good-bye. 

“To give that up, it was hard,” says 
Sanders, who starts for the Nebraska 
football team at free safety. “I tried to 
thank them, but I couldn’t get it out.” 

One player, Joe, contacted Sanders 
later and wanted to know if he could call 
his former coach if he needed help or 
advice. 

The request touched Sanders. 

“It feels kind of good to have some- 
body look up to you,” he says. 

Sanders knows how it feels from the 
youngster’s point of view as well. 

He benefitted from a similar mentor- 
player association while he was in high 
school. 

“It feels just as good both ways,” he 
says. 

As a high school student, Sanders was 
like Joe in a way. He looked up to a 
coach who provided guidance. 

Robert Jackson, a friend of the 
Sanders family, coached and counseled 
Marvin through athletic and personal 
problems and even guided his star ath- 
lete to the Nebraska campus. 

Sanders went to a junior high school 
in suburban Chicago where students 
were not under strict control. 

When he began to attend Thornwood 
High School, discipline became more 
strict. 

Sanders does not claim to be an an- 
gel and he experienced trouble. “I was 
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always starting something,” he says. 

School officials suspended Sanders 
during his freshman year for fighting. 

Since he had gone to school with one 
of Sanders’ older sisters, Jackson kept 
an eye on Marvin. 

He talked to Sanders’ mother, Inetta, 
following the freshman suspension and 
visited with his father, Eugene, after an 
incident his sophomore year. 

“He just had to learn to deal with it,” 
said Jackson, who now serves as a 
receivers coach at Northern Illinois 
University. “I had to get on him a lot 
at first.” 

Jackson encouraged Sanders after he 
quit the football team as a freshman. 

“T didn’t like the beating. I was more 
of a wimp,” Sanders says. “I was a pret- 
ty boy. I wanted to play basketball.” 

Basketball was and remains Sanders’ 
favorite sport. Chicago kids idolized 
Mark Aguirre and Isiah Thomas, Isiah 
says. 

Once football practices ended, 
Sanders and his buddies went to the 
basketball court. 

Sanders intended to skip football his 
sophomore year to concentrate on im- 
proving his basketball skills. 

Jackson, however, convinced the all- 
around athlete to return to the gridiron 
and play on his sophomore team. 

And unlike most sophomores at 
Thornwood High School, Sanders ad- 
vanced to the varsity squad. 

Jackson knew what he was doing by 
talking Sanders into playing football 
again. 

“You could tell he was a quality ath- 
lete and a great competitor,’ Jackson 
says. “He hated to lose in anything. He’s 
the type of kid no program wanted to 
lose.” 

Practically no Thornwood athletic 
program did without Sanders either. 

He earned a total of 11 letters in high 
school while competing in football, 
basketball, track, and baseball. That’s 
quite an accomplishment considering 
his class consisted of approximately 750 
students and about 3,000 attended 
Thornwood High. 

At first, Sanders participated in ath- 
letics just for fun. Jackson then in- 
formed his player that sports could 
provide an avenue for a successful 
future. 


The “Public Marvin’ is a jokester, but the 
“Private Marvin” is low key. 
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“He didn’t realize the opportunities,” 
Jackson says. 

Once Sanders understood the possi- 
bilities, he concentrated on football be- 
cause better chances, more college 
scholarships, existed in that sport. 

He participated in track primarily to 
enhance his speed. He ran leadoff on 
Thornwood’s 1600-meter relay team that 
placed at the Illinois state track meet. 

Sanders exceled in football for Jack- 
son, who held the head varsity coach- 
ing position during Sanders’ junior and 
senior seasons. 

A two-way starter, Sanders led all Il- 
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Nebraska was the best selection for 
Sanders in Jackson’s mind ‘‘because he 
could play at that level. That’s the ulti- 
mate level.” 

Only one problem existed for Sanders 
in going to Nebraska; he had never 
heard of Lincoln. 

To Sanders, who rarely left the Chica- 
go area as a youth, Nebraska meant 
Omaha, as in Mutual of Omaha’s Wild 
Kingdom. 


four rings or do you want to struggle?” 
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In fact, Sanders and his buddies knew 
little of life outside of the Windy City. 

During a return trip home, Sanders’ 
friends asked, “Is it really nothing but 
cornfields back there?” 

“That’s exactly the way I was,’ 
Sanders says. 

“Once you get here, it’s not as bad as 
your preconceived notions are.” 

Football went well for Sanders dur- 
ing his freshman year at Nebraska in 
1985. 

As the starting left cornerback for 


coach Dan Young’s 5-0-0 Husker fresh- 
men, Sanders finished as the team’s 
third-leading tackler with 21, including 
15 solo stops. 

He also broke up two passes and 
blocked a kick. 

Off the field, however, Lincoln 
presented a whole new set of challenges 
for Sanders. 

“T was used to life going a lot faster,” 
he says. “I think I was in culture shock 
when I first got here.” 

Sanders attended a predominantly 


Darlington says Sanders has had to bide his time, 
but the talent was always there. 
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TA 2222 
Duplexing Zoom 
Copying System 
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increases office efficiency and produc- 
tivity. The 4-way paper feed includes 
three easy-loading cassettes for 512'’ 
x 8Y2"’ to 11’’ x17" a 50-sheet stack 
bypass, and a 2,500-sheet cassette for 
uninterrupted operation at 22 copies 
per minute. With automatic margin 
shifting, split page copying, and add-on 
10- or 20-bin automatic sorters, the 
easy-to-use TA 2222 is ideal for crisp, 
clear copying and dependable per- 
formance. 


Turn out more work in less time. An 
outstanding range of automatic fea- 
tures and functions, including automat- 
ic magnification and paper selection, 
assure faster and easier copying. From 
the add-on Reverse Automatic Docu- 
ment Feeders that speed 2-sided copy- 
ing from one- or two-sided originals to 
automatic sorting, zoom reduction/ 
enlargement, simple editing, image 
overlay, pushbutton color, and 15 
programmed functions, the TA 2222 


CALL TODAY FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION 


WITH THIS COUPON ONLY 


First year FREE SERVICE with purchase or lease of 
this particular model. Expires on December 31, 1989. 


dvanced 
Copy Systems Inc. phone t4o2) sso-mia 


“Service You Can Depend On When You Need It”’ 


8901 J Street 


Marvin Sanders. 


= == 


white high school, but every night he 
returned to a nearly all-black neigh- 
borhood. 

Always living in the minority at 
Nebraska required a few adjustments, he 
says, but now Sanders considers Lincoln 
a “great town.” 

He and a friend drove back to Chica- 
go one weekend that freshman year 
when the Nebraska varsity played an 
away game. . 

It felt good to be home, Sanders 
recalls, but then he realized the oppor- 
tunity that awaited him back in Lincoln. 

That trip “taught me, Marvin, you 
need to be back in school and making 
something of yourself.” 

Sanders redshirted in 1986 and then 
played in eight games as the alternate 
right cornerback behind Charles Fryar 


Sanders 
becomes a 
jokester when 
among a group 
of friends. 


during the 1987 campaign. 

After switching from cornerback to 
free safety, Sanders held a reserve po- 
sition in 1988 behind Tim Jackson and 
Mark Blazek. 

He managed 18 total tackles, 10 of 
which were unassisted, while playing in 
each of the first 10 games. 

Still, the backup role did not quite suit 
Sanders, who was accustomed to start- 
ing and starring, until he understood the 
overall scheme of Nebraska football. 

“When you're just hanging out with 
the guys, you hear them talking about 
a national championship, we can do this, 
we can do that,” Sanders says. “Then 
you don’t feel so bad. You kind of recog- 
nize your role.” 

NU’s coaching staff knew Sanders 
could contribute. He was just playing 
behind an All-Big Eight performer in 
Jackson and an academic All-American 
in Blazek. 

“He’s had to bide his time so to 
speak,” said Nebraska secondary coach 
George Darlington. “He’s done a good 
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job prior to this year as a reserve.” 

Finally, in his senior season, Sanders 
starts for the Black Shirts. 

Through five games, NU’s free safe- 
ty made 13 tackles, broke up one pass, 
and intercepted a pass. 

“Tt feels good to be No. 1 now. I’ve 
taken the long way to get there,” Sanders 
says. “It was a challenge when I was a 
backup. Since I’m starting, it’s more of 
a challenge.” 

Redshirt freshman Tyrone Byrd is 
listed as the alternate behind Sanders 
and “he pushes me to be better.” 

Sanders owns several fond memories 
of his Cornhusker career, including 
NU’s 7-3 victory against Oklahoma in 
1988. 

However, this fall’s opener versus 
Northern Illinois highlights his days in 
Lincoln. 

In the third quarter against the 
Huskies, Sanders intercepted an NIU 
pass and returned it 18 yards to set up 
a Nebraska touchdown. 


The play brought mixed feelings to his 
former high school coach, who stood on 
the sidelines that day. 

“T hated for us to lose the ball,” quips 
Jackson, who says Sanders is like a son 
to him. “At the same time, I was kind 
of proud deep down.” 

Sanders labels the play an “‘attitude- 
adjustment interception. It made me feel 
like I wanted to do something more each 
time.” 

While his defensive skills may spark 
his team and attract attention on the 
field, his personality can liven up any 
conversation. 

Darlington uses such terms as “‘per- 
sonable young man” and “great kidder” 
to describe Sanders. 

““He’s a character,’ Darlington says. 
““He’s good at needling players and also 
has the ability to be needled back.” 

Sanders likes to see people have a 
good time. To do so, he becomes a 


jokester when among a group of friends. 


“If I can make somebody smile, I'll 


It’s 6:00 a.m. Do you know 
where your travel agent is? 


do it,” he says. 

That’s who he calls the Public Mar- 
vin. The Private Marvin enjoys sitting 
at home and watching television. 

He rates as a Nintendo expert because 
he has actually “‘found the princess” in 
the game Mario Brothers. 

Stuffed animals fill his house. He 
likes to be himself. 

“The fast life used to be me in Chica- 
go. I’m not really that way anymore,” 
Sanders says. “I don’t think anybody 
really knows Marvin except Marvin.” 

The real Marvin Sanders plans to 
graduate, or come within a few hours 
of graduating, in December. 

He will own a degree in business ad- 
ministration and he has developed an in- 
terest in coaching 

All joking aside, Sanders knows one 
goal he wishes to accomplish once his 
football playing days end. 

“TI do want to go back and help kids 
like Coach Jackson helped me,” he says. 

Let the coach-player cycle continue. 
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Get into Cornhusker football excitement with the game day gifts and bonus interest of a 
12-month Big Red CD*. Open your Big Red CD with just $500. Deposit $1,000, $5,000 or $10,000 
to your new or renewing Big Red CD and suit up for the game with a free Big Red cap, stadium 
blanket, or AM/FM radio headset. 

Every deposit is set up for a better return because you'll receive a 
E= .25% bonus to top off an already great rate. 
; Call 1-800-326-3113 for a Big Red rate quote today. And 
=“ don't miss your chance to win free football tickets by listening for 
Husker Trivia on the Nebraska Football Network during each game. 
*The American Charter Big Red CD is a 12-month certificate opened between now and 
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Offices in Beatrice, Bellevue, Columbus, Crete, Fairbury, Hastings, Kearney, Lexington, Lincoln (5 locations), McCook, Minden, North Platte, 
Ogallala, Omaha (8 locations), Seward, Superior, Valentine, Wymore, and York. Call 1-800-326-3113. 


HUSKERS REVIEWED 
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Nebraska vs. Oklahoma State 


When Luck Runs Out 


OSU's GAMBLING BLITZES COULDN'T STOP NEBRASKA'S POWER 
GAME AS THE HUSKERS ENFORCED THE BIG 8’s RAGGED GROUND RULES. 


By Mark Owens 


when you just dig in deep and go 
at ‘em,’ Mike Murray said after 
Nebraska beat Oklahoma State 48-23. 
Charlie McBride smiled and said, “‘It’s 
time for the ol’ Big Eight stuff.” 
Noseguard Murray and his Black 
Shirt buddies finally played some real 
men, and Coach Tom Osborne check- 
mated Pat Jones’ defensive strategy as 
the Cornhuskers accepted OSU’s fourth- 
quarter white flag and stayed unbeaten, 
7-0 overall and 3-0 in the Big Eight. 
The win was not easy even though the 
margin was great and the Huskers’ satis- 


eee Okla. — “‘T like it 


run, you can’t win. OSU couldn’t. 


faction was even greater. 

Foremost, Nebraska has reached the 
smash-mouth portion of its schedule, the 
Big Eight portion that NU defensive 
coordinator McBride so fondly spoke 
of. OSU dished it out, and Nebraska 
served ample portions in return. 

You see, real men don’t use a no-back 
offense, and real men don’t line up on 
offense like a Harlem Globetrotters 


hide-the-ball routine, and mostly real 
men run the ball. 

That’s what Oklahoma State tried to 
do but couldn’t. And it’s also what OSU 
tried to keep Nebraska from doing but 
couldn't. 

Nebraska’s offense faced blitzes on 95 
percent of its plays against O-State (now 
2-5). The result was a slow start and a 
fast finish in what Osborne called the 
Huskers’ toughest test of the year. 

The Huskers’ first score was set up 
by senior free safety Marvin Sanders, 
who recovered an OSU fumble. Sanders 
helped on the swarm tackle of tight end 
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Vance Vice after he took in a 6-yard pass 
from Mike Gundy on the second play 
of the game. Then Sanders stripped the 
ball from Vice to give NU possession 
at the Cowboy 34. 

Nebraska’s first scoring drive was a 
scrappy march, with Oklahoma State 
brazenly showing blitz and delivering 
every time. Quarterback Gdowski and 
I-back Ken Clark carried the ball exclu- 
sively, dodging blitzes all the way to the 


SCORING SUMMARY 


O-State 4 before Poke safety Rod Smith, 
who was spectacular all day, broke up 
a third-down, Gdowski pass intended for 
wingback Richard Bell, who was cut- 
ting over the middle, wide open, in the 
end zone. 

Still, NU logged three points on 
Gregg Barrios’ 23-yard field goal. 

The Black Shirts then forced a punt 
after three OSU snaps. But momentum 
was about to swing with the home team. 


Neb — Barrios 23 FG. 
OSU — Blanchard 36 FG. 


OSU — Blanchard 34 FG. 


Neb — Barrios 34 FG. 
OSU — Blanchard 38 FG. 


Nebraska 48, Oklahoma State 23 
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Neb — Clark 14 run (Barrios kick). 


OSU — Mayfield 65 pass from Gundy (Blanchard kick). 
Neb — Clark 12 run (Barrios kick). 


Neb — Gdowski 4 run (Barrios kick). 
Neb — Bostick 35 pass from Gdowski (Barrios kick). 
Neb — Bostick 20 pass from Gdowski (Barrios kick). 
OSU — Green 12 pass from Wheeler (Blanchard kick), 
Neb — Flowers 52 run (Barrios kick). 
Attendance: 40,000 


10 10 14 14 
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Gdowski decoded the blitz with basic football. 


Nebraska took possession following 
the Cowboy punt. The Huskers could 
get only one first down, and when 
forced to punt, Nebraska faced a 10-man 
rush. It worked. Smith broke through 
cleanly to block Mike Stigge’s kick, and 
the Cowboys recovered at the Nebras- 
ka 17. The modest crowd of 40,000 went 
wild, presumably from the big play but 
conceivably because of jacked-up tick- 
et prices that ranged from $25-50 per 
ducat. 

But on the first play after the block, 
senior defensive tackle Kent Wells 
sacked Gundy for an 8-yard loss. Tail- 
back Vernon Brown was then dumped 
for a 2-yard loss by outside linebacker 
Mike Croel. Finally, Gundy scrambled 
out of the pocket for 8 yards to the NU 
19, where Cary Blanchard came on to 
kick a tying, 36-yard field goal. 

After Oklahoma State’s tying field 
goal, Nebraska immediately showed 
signs of decoding the Pokes’ dice-rolling 
defense. The ensuing Husker march 
started from the NU 27 and was high- 
lighted by Gdowski runs of 14 and 18 
yards plus a defensive pass interference 
call that merely prolonged the wait. Wi- 
thin seconds, Clark would score from 
the 14 to make it 10-3, Nebraska. 

This, of course, was a familiar cue for 
Oklahoma State to fold as the Cowboys 
have often done in their 28-season win- 
less streak against Nebraska. However, 
the home team misinterpreted complete- 
ly. For the next 10 minutes of the second 
quarter, the spunky Cowboys read from 
Nebraska’s tradition-filled script of 
drama. 

Gundy led a fine scoring drive of 15 
plays, 65 yards and 6:22 that ended with 
a 3l-yard field goal. Make it 10-6, 
Huskers. Then on their next possession 
the Cowboys struck violently with a 
65-yard pass from Gundy to flanker 
Curtis Mayfield for a touchdown and the 
lead. That 13-10 edge for OSU marked 
the first time in five games that Nebras- 
ka has trailed. 

To Oklahoma State’s credit, they had 
momentum. Momentarily. 

Gdowski and the Huskers responded 
with their own scoring drive to take the 
lead for. good as they marched 71 yards 
in nine plays with Ken Clark taking a 
pitch for the last 12 yards. 

Ahead 17-13, the Cornhuskers kept 
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MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


709 N. 108 St. 
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402-498-0440 


their cool and later increased the mar- 
gin to an only slightly more comforta- 
ble 20-13 lead following a Barrios 
31-yard field goal as the first half ended. 

Although the score would hint at 
plenty of suspense to come, the Huskers 
had it figured out to the last detail. 

“Oklahoma State took the defensive 
playbook and threw it away,’ All- 
American center Jake Young said after- 
ward. “We audibled more today than we 
have since I’ve been here. Not every 
play, but almost. Give credit to the 
coaches for their preparation and give 
credit to Gerry. He called a great game. 

“In the line, we basically adjusted by 
blocking one man to the side instead of 
the regular assignment.” 

Nebraska partisans had anticipated 
before the game that OSU would try to 
plug the Husker inside ground game, 
thereby putting Gdowski on the spot. As 
it turned out, Gdowski’s spot was a 
pedistal. 

“The play that worked best for us all 
day was a simple option to the sideline, 
and Gerry just read it perfectly,” full- 
back Bryan Carpenter said afterward. 
“They blitzed up the middle and also 
tried to take away the pitch, so that left 
Gerry. It was a lot like the Missouri 
game last year, but we were ready.” 

Gdowski carried Nebraska in the first 
half: the Fremont senior ran for 97 yards 
and passed for 96 yards, totaling 193 of 
Nebraska’s 253 yards of first-half total 
offense. 

“T remember doing the same thing in 
1983,” Jones said afterward, referring to 
O-State’s blitzing in then-No. 1 Nebras- 
ka’s 14-10 win. The unpretentious Jones 
added with a smile, “You just close your 
eyes and let loose.” 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


Cooper's third quarter theft turned 
the tide for Nebraska. 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 


Marvelous Turner Gill (a third-team 
All-American) was quarterbacking then 
as a senior. Gdowski was no less effec- 
tive, and probably moreso, in his senior 
performance against OSU. 

Gundy became the Big Eight’s career 
total offense leader (6,459) this day, but 
this preseason All-America candidate is 
in danger of never making all- 
conference. A four-year starter, Gundy 
has endured a subpar senior season, 
equaled if not surpassed in productivi- 
ty by a couple of can-do, first-year start- 
ers: Gdowski and Darian Hagan of 7-0 
Colorado. 

Gdowski in his last three games has 
become a model of consistent and 
balanced productivity, rushing for 328 
yards, passing for 323 yards and ac- 
counting for seven touchdowns. 

Oklahoma State opened the second 
half with more good fortune. Gdowski 
was stripped of the ball deep in Nebras- 
ka territory and OSU recovered. The 
Black Shirts didn’t give an inch, though, 
and O-State settled for a 38-yard field 
goal by Cary Blanchard to cut the lead 
to 20-16 early in the third quarter. 

Perhaps the biggest play of the game 
was Reggie Cooper’s interception in the 
Nebraska end zone after the Cowboys 
had moved smartly and deep into 
Husker territory immediately after the 
field goal cut it to four points. That may 
have stopped the Pokes momentarily, 
but what followed shortly thereafter 
would stop them permanently. 

The turning point was Bruce Pickens’ 
gruesome sack of Gundy on OSU’s next 
possession in which the ball popped free 
and Pickens recovered at the Cowboy 
21, 
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Our team of professionals has been 
sharing the winning tradition of Nebraska for 
94 years. You can count on our support to 
continue that tradition of successful 


financial planning. 


Security Mutual Life Salutes the 


The “Fremont Flash” Rides Again 


f there were still any questions about 

Gerry Gdowski’s abilities, the senior 
signal-caller from Fremont, Neb., an- 
swered them in Stillwater. 

Gdowski established career highs in 
both rushing (125 and one score) and 
passing (170) yards as he led the Huskers 


to a 48-23 conquest of Oklahoma State. 
Along with his 170 yards through the air, 
Gdowski connected with wide receiver 
Jon Bostick for two scoring bombs of 
35 and 20 yards. That was the key ac- 
cording to Gdowski. 

“We had to hit some long passes,” 


Gdowski 
adjusted his 
play calling to 
perfection. 


said Gdowski. “Whenever a team is 
blitzing like Oklahoma State did, you 
have a lot of one-on-one coverage. I was 
able to hit Bostick a couple of times and 
that really helped.” 

There is no better example of 
Gdowski’s all-around excellent play than 
Nebraska’s go-ahead drive in the second 
quarter. During that span, Gdowski 
completed a 17-yard pass on a crucial 
third-and-seven just as the OSU crowd 
was at its loudest. Four plays later, 
Gdowski sped around left end for a gain 
of 28 yards to the OSU 12. On the next 
play, Gdowski waited until the last mo- 
ment to make a pitch to I-back Ken 
Clark. As Gdowski was dragged to the 
ground, Clark scampered in for the 
score and gave Nebraska a 17-13 lead. 
All told during that key drive, Gdowski 
accounted for 48 of the 71 yards. 

But Gdowski also made important de- 
cisions at the line of scrimmage. Due 
to the no-holds-barred blitzing of OSU, 
Gdowski had to make adjustments be- 
fore calling the signals. 

“T was calling audibles quite a bit,’ 
he said. ““We knew that we could run 
away from their blitz if we called the op- 
tion. The important thing is making the 
other team look bad when they come af- 
ter you. The guys up front did a good 
job holding the defense out.” 

“He did an excellent job today,” said 
senior center Jake Young. ‘‘He made a 
couple of critical third-down passes 
when we needed them. Those were im- 
portant plays.” 


20 October 28, 1989 


Huskers Reviewed 


continued from page 19 

Then Gdowski kept for 26 and Clark 
scored from the 1. Make it 27-16, 
Nebraska, with 4:57 left in the third. 

The Huskers would then shut the lid 
with two late TD passes from Gdowski 
to NU’s budding possession-big play 
receiver, Jon Bostick. The first recep- 
tion (a 35-yarder) came with 3:09 left 
in the third stanza, and the second catch 
(from 20 yards out) came with 13:43 left 
in the game. 

Shortly thereafter, Jones took out 
Gundy and replaced him with a gent 
who had played in only one other col- 
lege game in his life, signaling the un- 
official end of competition. By then, 
Nebraska was ahead 41-16. 

Reflected Gdowski: “I think this was 
a good test for us. Oklahoma State came 
at us and we rose to the occasion. We 
knew we had to hit some deep balls, and 
we finally did. We had some big plays 
eventually that hurt them.” 

And that’s the name of the Big Eight 
football game. Rugged. Big plays. No- 
nonsense. Pain. And glory. 


Dig in. @ Croel and the Black Shirts stuffed the OSU rushing game. 
Total 
First Downs Rushing Passing Offense Punting Fumbles’ Pen. Third 

Game Score Tot Ru-Pa-Pn Att-Yds-TD Att-Com-int-Yds-TD Att-Yds No-Avg No-Lost No-Yds Downs T-of-P 
@NEBRASKA...........004 48 24 19-5-0 47-470-4 13-8-1-102-2 60-557 = -2-42.5 5-4 5-40 1-6 24:41 

No. Illinois... 17 WN 7-3-1 50-162-2 13-5-1-44-0 63-174 10-381 1-0 7-57 5-18 35:19 
@NEBRASKA.............42 23. 21-2-0 59-442-5  — 8-3-1-27-0 67-459 == 3-373 2-1 7-60 2-9 31:23 

Utah sssieacessisisosveasessrs 30 «25 -8-13-4 31-105-0 44-26-3-297-4 75-402  3-49.0 2-0 11-70 6-15 28:37 

NEBRASKA.........00008+ 48 22 12-8-2 55-295-5 19-13-0-235-1 74-530 3-43.0 5-1 9-94 9-16 31:40 
@Minnesota.........ee 0 10 5-3-2 34-58-0 27-8-3-61-0 61-163 10-378 1-0 12-78 6-17 28:20 
@NEBRASKA...........0005 35 = -21.—«*16-4-1 55-313-3 17-6-0-119-2 72-397. 7-38.1 4-0 8-68 9-17 29:57 

Oregon State.............. 7 = 16 3-12-1 27-(36)-1 41-19-2-264-0 68-228 6-442 5-1 6-44 7-15 30:03 
@NEBRASKA.......0000005 33 27-6-0 75-575-5 12-8-1-181-3 87-723 3-36.3 6-3 779 10-15 36:34 

Kansas State.. 10 3-5-2 22-61-1 45-14-1-137-0 67-153 10-39.6 2-2 979 2-17 23:26 

NEBRASKA...........+0++ 26 20-4-2 73-417-4 11-4-0-56-1 84-473 1-510 4-2 13-106 = 5-11 34:15 
@MisSSOUTI .......seeereeeees 7 17 67-4 36-117-1 31-15-1-148-0 67-265 = 7-31.6 3-2 771 1-13 25:45 

NEBRASKA.........0.48 = 26 14-10-2 54-316-4 29-11-0-195-2 83-511 7-32.3 2-1 3-30 8-18 32:06 
@Oklahoma St............ 23-16 ‘5-10-1 33-42-0 33-16-1-305-2 66-347 7-44.6 6-3 4-30 5-15 27:54 
@NEBRASKA............-000+ 

lowa State... 

NEBRASKA........ssesesereee 
WMC OAWO sissesccstsisveracaas 
@NEBRASKA 

Kansas........... 
@NEBRASKA 

Oklahoma...........0:s000 
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Bill Doleman 


lt’s No Lie: Washington 
Chops Down Cowboys 


SCOUT TEAM VS. OKLAHOMA 
STATE 

Many have criticized Nebraska’s 
schedule as one presenting little 
challenge. True or not, the Huskers are 
unbeaten to this point and have faced a 
number of talented athletes along the 
way, particularly quarterbacks. This 
week’s game with Oklahoma State and 
record-breaking signal-caller Mike 
Gundy was another case in point and 
another challenge for the NU defense. 

Earlier this season when Utah’s Scott 
Mitchell came to Lincoln, redshirt quar- 
terback Bart James rose to the scout 
team occasion to earn Player of the 
Week honors. This week John 
McMillen stepped from the shadows of 
a redshirt season as Gundy’s twin to 
grab Offensive Scout Team Player of the 
Week honors. 

“John is a real heady player,’ said NU 
coach Jack Pierce. “There’s no secret 
that Gundy is the key to their offense 
and that can put a lot of pressure on you 
when you know the defense is out to get 
you. John did a fine job of portraying 
Gundy in that he has the ability to 
scramble and throw on the run.” 

An outstanding athlete in his own 
right, McMillen earned 14 letters dur- 
ing his prep career at Council Bluffs 
(Iowa) Lewis Central. Last season he 
saw limited action with the NU junior 
varsity, splitting backup time with James 
behind Mike Grant. He completed three 
of six passes for 70 yards and a 
touchdown. 

“John does a good job for us,” Pierce 
said. “‘He’s got good tools for a quar- 
terback and he knows what needs to be 
done within our system in terms of 
throwing a running the option. And he 
hasn’t missed a practice yet and that 
shows a lot of dedication.” 

While the quarterback is the key to 
the Cowboy offense, the defensive end 
position is at the heart of the OSU 
defense. At the soul of last week’s scout 
team defense was junior outside line- 
backer Joe Spitzenberger. 


“Oklahoma State does a lot of differ- 
ent things with their defensive ends,” 
said NU coach Dan Young. “They'll 
drop them off in coverage like a line- 
backer or they will play them along the 
line like a down lineman and then use 
a lot of stunts and twists that the offense 
has to be able to recognize and pick up. 

“Joe gave us a good look this week 
and he’s deserving because he really did 
a good job of mixing things up as their 
defense dictates.” 

Like McMillen, Spitzenberger comes 
from the Omaha metropolitan area 
graduating from Creighton Prep. But 
unlike McMillen, he has already spent 
his redshirt season and has made his 
way into varsity action this season and 
has recorded one tackle for a 9-yard 
loss. His scout team performance has 
now earned him Defensive Player of the 
Week honors. 


RECEIVERS BLOCKING VS. 
OKLAHOMA STATE 

The cliche is that the third time is the 
charm. Fact is, William Washington has 
been charming opposing defenses with 
his blocking all season. He’s now earned 
his third Blocker of the Week award. 

Against OSU, the redshirt freshman 
picked up 29 total points including 23 
at the point of attack. According to NU 
receivers coach Ron Brown, it was 
Washington’s play against the Cowboy 
blitz and his overall effort that made 
Washington the only three-time 
honoree. 

“William made several key point of 
attack blocks,’ Brown said. “OSU 
blitzed on all but about two downs the 
entire game. So our tight ends and wing- 
backs had to adjust to their blocking 
schemes. What the tight ends had to do, 
and William did a good job of this, was 
down block and seal the gap off tackle.” 

Brown said Washington turned his an- 
kle in the opening series of the game and 
was momentarily forced to the sidelines. 

‘He was hobbled the rest of the day 
but he showed a lot of heart and gave 


a courageous effort when we needed 
him.” 

Washington’s fellow tight ends, Monte 
Kratzenstein and Chris Garrett, merit 
honorable mention honors this week. A 
two-time winner, Krartzenstein posted 
a team-high 31 points while Garrett, a 
sophomore, was fourth with 16. Wing- 
back Mark Dowse picked up I. 

“Monte showed great hustle,” said 
Brown. “He had quite a few knock- 
downs (7) and showed a lot of strength. 
Chris did a decent job at the point of 
attack, the thing he needs to work on is 
staying with his block longer, but he’s 
been effective. With more experience, 
he’ll get better.” 

In all, Nebraska threw 29 times Satur- 
day, completing 11 with Kratzenstein be- 
ing the only tight end with a reception. 
Through seven games, Washington has 
yet to catch a pass, despite being one of 
the best tight ends on the team. That’s 
a statistic Brown said may change as his 
role develops. 

“William, for a freshman, has done 
a nice job at the point of attack. he has 
power and he’s quick, plus his strength 
and intelligence has helped him become 
a force at tight end. He needs to work 
on his downfield blocking and cutting 
down the angles,” Brown said. “A lot 
rests on his shoulders, and he’s going 
to be a great one with experience. He 
knows his role this year. He’ll just have 
to wait his turn and, who knows, that 
may come down the road or as soon as 
next week.” 


BLOCKING STATS VS. OSU 

Point of attack: Washington 23, Krat- 
zenstein 17, Garrett 10, Dowse 8, 
Gregory 2, Hughes 2, Bostick 2, Bahe 1. 

Knockdowns: Kratzenstein 7, Dowse 
7, Garrett 3, Bahe 2, Hughes 2, 
Washington 2. 

Extra Effort: Kratzenstein 6, Bahe 5, 
Gregory 4, Bostick 3, Dowse 2, 
Washington 1, Hughes 1. 

Stones: None. 

Blazers: Garrett 3, Washington 3, 
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Gregory 1, Kratzenstein 1. 

OSU Totals: Kratzenstein 31, 
Washington 29, Dowse 17, Garrett 16, 
Bahe 8, Gregory 7, Bostick 5, Hughes 5. 


OSU TOTALS (Top 3) 
Tight ends: Kratzenstein 31, 
Washington 29, Garrett 16. 
Wingbacks: Dowse 17, Hughes 5. 
Split ends: Bahe 8, Gregory 7, 
Bostick 5. 


SEASON TOTALS (Top 3) 

Point of attack: Washington 107, 
Kratzenstein 80, Bell 44. 

Knockdowns: Kratzenstein 35, 
Dowse 22, Washington 22. 

Extra effort: Bahe 33, Kratzenstein 
26, Gregory 22. 

Stones: Bell 2, Gregory 2. 

Blazers: Washington 16, Kratzenstein 
9, Garrett 8. 


SEASON LEADERS (Top 3) 

Tight ends: Washington 159, Krat- 
zenstein 150, Garrett 60. 

Wingbacks: Bell 77, Dowse 63, 
Turner 53. 

Split ends: Bahe 75, Gregory 71, 
Bostick 32. 


(Blocking terms. In Coach Brown’s 
grading system, point of attack blocks 
are made on the play side and directly 
affect the runner’s yardage at the point 
of attack. Blazer blocks lead directly to 
touchdowns. Extra effort blocks are 
those where the player “goes above and 
beyond the call of duty.’ Knockdown 
blocks result in an opponent being put 
the ground. And a stone block takes the 
knockdown a step further, almost to 
point of a knockout. Points are award- 
ed for each block, and it’s possible for 
a player to score several points on a 
given play.) 


On the Cover: Split end Jon Bostick 
stuns Oklahoma State with a third- 
quarter touchdown pass from quarter- 
back Gerry Gdowski. Photo by Harry 
Lentz Jr., using a Canon Fl camera 
body and a Canon 500 f4.5L series lens 
set at 5.6 and 1/1,000 of a second with 
Kodacolor Gold 400 print film. Custom 
printing of Nebraska-Oklahoma State 
game action by Connie Rice 
Photography @ 


LARGEST VIDEO 
SELECTION! 


In Nebraska, 
amazing feats 
happen every 


Frankly, fitting Huskers with some of the best 
coverage, most competitive rates, and greatest 
service possible can be a tall 
order, American Family Insurance, 2 

; “~~ 
however, makes it look easy, 
because when it comes to 
customer satisfaction we're 
a giant step ahead. 
If you're looking for auto, home, 
business, health or life insur- 
ance, give us a call. We'll show 
you how you can get a leg up 
on all your insurance needs. 


ite. oo 


AMERICAN FAMILY 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ~ 


AMERICAN FAMILY MUTUAL INSURANCE acre i ae: 
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DISCOUNT PRICES @ CASE DISCOUNTS 


“ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
WINE SELECTIONS 
IN THE U.S.A.” 


FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 
YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS — WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC. — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 
BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


19th & “N” St. 
Plenty Of Off Street Parking 


Shopping Carts - 7 A.M. To 1 A.M. Daily 
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STATE OF THE HUSKER 


Tom Osborne’s 
Kind of Team 


GC” Gdowski? “‘He’s not an elec- 
trifying guy but he’s a good, solid 
football player, and I really respect the 
guy,” Oklahoma State coach Pat Jones 
said after watching Gdowski lead 
Nebraska to a 48-23 victory over his 
Cowboys. 

Gdowski might not be an electrifying 
guy, but his statistics certainly were 
against Oklahoma State. For the second 
game in a row, he rushed for more than 
100 yards, finishing with a career-high 
125 and scoring one touchdown. 

Gdowski also completed 10 of 24 
passes for 170 yards and two touch- 
downs, both to sophomore split end Jon 
Bostick. The second touchdown pass 
came with 13:43 remaining in the fourth 
quarter, after which Gdowski left the 
game for good. 

Had he played a little longer, he prob- 
ably would have broken the Nebraska 
school record for total offense in a 
game, set by Jerry Tagge against Mis- 
souri in 1971. Tagge had 319 yards. 
Gdowski finished with 295. 

Gdowski was surprised he had come 
so close to Tagge’s record. His concern 
wasn’t personal statistics. “It was just 
a matter of trying to figure out where 
everybody was going to come from,” he 
said. “I really didn’t notice it (the 
record).”” 

Where everybody came from was a 
reference to Oklahoma State’s blitzing 
defense. The Cowboys blitzed “about 95 
percent of the time,” according to Corn- 
husker coach Tom Osborne. 

“Basically, they took us out of 95 per- 
cent of what we practiced.” 

That meant Gdowski had to audible 
on nearly every play. And he was up to 
the task. “‘He did an excellent job. He 
never panicked; he just kept going,” said 
Nebraska center Jake Young. 

Gdowski has done that all year, ac- 
cording to Young. “Gerry does more 
than just get the job done. I would con- 
sider getting the job done adequate. 
Gerry’s excellent,’ Young said. 

Gdowski characterizes this Nebraska 
team, Osborne’s 17th as head coach. 


“T really don’t care about the public- 
ity,’ said Gdowski, who has to be con- 
sidered as a candidate for first-team 
All-Big Eight recognition. “What I’ve 
got to do is help us win.” 

He’s not unique in that respect. 

“We have a lot of team players,’ 
Young said. ‘“We don’t have a lot of in- 
dividuals. That’s what it takes.” 

This is Osborne’s kind of team, 
reserved and businesslike, a reflection 
of its coach. The brash behavior that 
surfaced on occasion in recent seasons 
can no longer be found. The Corn- 
huskers have refused to be drawn into 
talking about Colorado, for example, 
even though it appears the season will 
rest on their game in Boulder Nov. 4. 

“‘We’ve got a home game against Iowa 
State first?’ Gdowski said. 

“Towa State is a good team, and we'll 
have to play well to win.” 

Gdowski sounded just like his coach. 

But then, most of the Cornhuskers do. 
They go about their business with work- 
manlike precision, without concern for 
publicity or attention. 

I-back Ken Clark, a Heisman Trophy 
candidate at the beginning of the season, 
has battled a knee injury to rush for 833 
yards and 10 touchdowns. The senior 
from Omaha has scored at least one 
touchdown in each game. 

But Clark seems to shun publicity the 
way he sheds tacklers, sometimes to the 
point of bypassing interviews. 

Like Gdowski, Clark is a team player. 

The same can be said of just about 
everyone in the lineup. Reporters would 
be hard-pressed to get self-serving 
quotes in Nebraska’s locker room. 

““We try not to do a lot of talking,” 
said senior fullback Bryan Carpenter, 
who’s made the most of his 33 carries, 
averaging more than 7.5 yards each time 
he’s been handed the ball. 

“We've got a lot of laid-back guys. I 
don’t know if laid-back is right. But be- 
fore the game, it seems like we don’t 
have any intensity at all.” 

That’s been true of most games this 
season, according to Carpenter. The 


Cornhuskers’ 48-0 victory against Min- 
nesota was an exception. 

“We were really fired up before that 
game,” Carpenter said. 

Nebraska’s first two victories hadn’t 
been particularly impressive, and the 
Cornhuskers had something to prove. 
Minnesota paid the price. 

Nebraska might not have seemed in- 
tense before the Oklahoma State game, 
but it didn’t take long to see the Corn- 
huskers meant business. On the second 
play from scrimmage, the Cowboys’ 
Mike Gundy completed a short pass to 
tight end Vance Vice. Free safety Mar- 
vin Sanders feverishly stripped the ball 
from Vice to set up the NU’s first score. 

By game’s end, Nebraska’s defense 
had produced four turnovers. ““We came 
through when we needed to come 
through,” Sanders said. ““We bore down 
and really came at ’em.” 

The senior from Markham, IIl., is 
one of the more quotable Cornhuskers. 
But you won’t catch Sanders talking 
about himself. After the Oklahoma State 
game, he praised Bruce Pickens. 

“Bruce played a good game. I don’t 
know why people keep going at him. 
But if they want to test Bruce, they can 
go ahead,” said Sanders. 

Pickens was credited with a team-high 
six tackles, one of which turned the 
game in the Huskers’ favor. 

With Nebraska clinging to a 20-16 
lead in the third period, Pickens blind- 
sided Gundy with such force the Cow- 
boy QB iost 21 yards and the ball, which 
Pickens recovered at the OSU 27. 

Three plays later, Gdowski scored 
from the 1 to give Nebraska control. 

The Black Shirts went into the game 
looking to stop OSU’s running attack 
and put additional pressure on Gundy. 
“‘We felt we had to shut down the run,” 
Osborne said. 

The final statistics told the story. The 
Cowboys managed 42 yards rushing, in- 
cluding a net of 7 in the second half. “It 
was a big test for us,” said senior defen- 
sive tackle Kent Wells. “It showed we 
can play the run.” 

Senior noseguard Mike Murray 
played the most he’s played all season, 
by far, because the Huskers didn’t use 
their “dime” package much. Murray’s 
strength is the run, so he’s replaced in 
the dime set. 

Though he’s always cooperative with 
reporters, Murray shuns publicity. 


“I came into my senior year planning 
to have fun,” said Murray. “If I make 
no tackles and the linebackers make 180 
because I hold up two guys, I’m happy. 
You just go out and do your job. 

“If people want to be on television, 
they can go to Hollywood.” 

This definitely isn’t a team of Holly- 
wood stars. Like Gdowski, their quar- 
terback, the Huskers aren’t flamboyant. 
But that doesn’t mean they aren’t deserv- 
ing of respect. 

“We've got a little flash on this team,” 


Gdowski said. 

When the game begins, Nebraska is 
capable of a lot of flash. The Corn- 
huskers are explosive, both offensively 
and defensively. 

You could hardly consider the Sill 
yards the Cornhuskers gained against 
Oklahoma State mundane. 

Gdowski showed he can be explosive. 
““We hadn’t seen anyone put him under 
a lot of pressure like that,” Jones said. 
“T thought he answered pretty well. I 
think he’s a good player.’ 


Beat the clock 
with a Ricoh fax 


from LI&I. 


When time's running out, you need a Ricoh fac- 
simile on your team. It sends and receives business 
documents over ordinary phone lines in just 
seconds. And there's no complicated maneuvers 
to learn—it’s as easy to do as dialing the phone. 

Make the winning play. Call LT&T and ask about 
Ricoh's high speed, cost effective facsimile systems. 


Lincoln Telephone ® 


Your communicationconnection. 


486-7200 
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STATISTICS 


GAME-BY-GAME PASSING STATISTICS 


NO. ILLINOIS’ UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Dunlap, QB 0-0-0-0-0 . 1-0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 1-0-0-0-0 
Gdowski, QB 8-6-1-83-1 6-3-0-27-0 —15-10-0-180-1 14-5-0-110-1  6-4-1-112-1 7-3-0-41-1 24-10-0-170-2 80-41-2-723-7 
Grant, QB DNP DNP 3-2-0-34-0 1-1-0-9-1 4-3-0-40-1 3-1-0-15-0 5-1-0-25-0 16-8-0-123-2 
Haase, QB DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0-0 ONP DNP 0-0-0-0-0 
Joseph, QB 5-2-0-19-1 DNP 1-1-0-21-0 2-0-0-0-0 2-1-0-29-1 1-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 11-4-0-69-2 
McCant, QB 0-0-0-0-0 1-0-1-0-0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 1-0-1-0-0 


LEGEND: Attempts-Completions-Interceptions-Yardage-TD 


GAME-BY-GAME RUSHING STATISTICS 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Bell, WB 2-39-0-33 4-38-0-18 1-0-0-0 5-82-0-48 4-18-0-7 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 16-177-0-48 
Bobolz, WB DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Carpenter, FB 2-11-0-11 5-102-1-29  — 5-21-0-7 2-10-1-8 6-57-1-31 8-29-0-11 5-22-0-6 33-252-3-31 
Clark, IB 14-168-1-47 22-130-1-22 18-100-2-16 = 20-59-1-6 22-166-2-30 17-125-1-36 —21-85-2-14 134-833-8-47 
Devail, WB INJ INJ INJ 0-0-0-0 INJ DNP ONP 0-0-0-0 
Dowse, WB 1-10-1-10 DNP 2-10-1-7 0-0-0-0 2-12-0-9 1-9-0-9 0-0-0-0 6-41-2-10 
Dunlap, QB 1-(4)-0-0 1-1-0-1 DNP 0-0-0-0 2-(20)-0-(10) DNP DNP 4-(23)-0-1 
Flowers, IB 11-65-2-14 §-21-0-15 8-46-2-37 3-20-0-12 4-774-67 3-15-0-8 5-66-1-52 39-310-6-119 
Gdowski, QB 5-74-0-36 15-98-3-19 —_7-36-0-20 12-47-1-16 10-81-1-23 12-122-2-34 14-125-1-28 75-583-3-64 
Glantz DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Grant, QB DNP DNP 4-32-0-16 3-28-0-21 4-28-0-12 9-55-0-15 5-8-0-6 25-151-0-27 
Haase, QB DNP DNP DNP ONP 1-2-0-2 DNP DNP 1-2-0-2 
Hughes, WB 1-(1)-0-0 1-(2)-0-(2) _0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 3-5-0-10 0-0-0-0 5-2-0-10 
Johnk, FB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-6-0-6 0-0-0-0 2-6-0-4 1-15-0-15 0-0-0-0 4-27-0-15 
Joseph, QB 5-14-0-17 ONP 1-0-0-0 3-32-0-15 5-43-0-16 9-20-1-7 0-0-0-0 23-104-1-17 
McCant, QB 1-53-0-53 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 1-53-0-53 
McDuffy, IB 1-1-0-1 0-0-0-0 5-18-0-7 0-0-0-0 3-15-0-7 DNP DNP 4-16-0-7 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Rodgers, IB INJ INJ INJ 4-5-0-9 8-51-0-15 9-9-0-5 3-9-0-5 24-74-0-20 
Reynolds DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Schmidt, FB 1-4-0-4 3-10-0-5 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 2-6-0-6 1-13-0-13 1-1-0-1 8-34-0-14 
Soto, FB DNP DONP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Turner, WB 2-21-0-14 3-34-0-23 3-26-0-14 0-0-0-0 INJ INJ INJ 8-81-0-23 
L. White, IB DNP DNP DNP 3-(5)-0-8 DNP ONP DNP 3-(5)-0-8 


LEGEND: Attempts-Yardage-TD-Long 


GAME BY GAME RECEIVING STATISTICS 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA, STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Bahe, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Bell, WB 1-7-0-7 1-2-0-2 5-121-1-34 1-16-0-16 3-71-0-42 1-11-0-11 0-0-0-0 12-228-1-42 
Bobolz, WB DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Bostick, SE DNP DNP DNP 1-60-1-60 3-77-2-41 0-0-0-0 5-99-2-35 9-236-5-60 
Carpenter, FB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-29-1-29 0-0-0-0 1-22-0-22 2-51-1-26 
Clark, IB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-14-0-14 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-14-0-14 

Y lo. 

Devall, WB INJ INJ INJ 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Dowse, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-9-1-9 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-9-1-9 
Garrett, TE 1-12-1-12 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-11-0-11 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 2-23-1412 
Gregory, SE 3-41-0-12 2-25-0-17 1-5-0-5 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 3-45-1-19 2-36-0-19 11-152-1-29 
Hughes, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-4-0-4 0-0-0-0 2-27-0-15 3-31-0-15 
Kratzenstein, TE —_ 2-39-1-28 0-0-0-0 2-20-0-12 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-11-0-11 5-70-1-28 
Lelse, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Makell, WB DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
McCoy, SE INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ 0-0-0-0 
Pleasant, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DONP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Turner, WB 1-3-0-3 0-0-0-0 5-89-0-26 1-9-0-9 INJ INJ INJ 9-101-0-26 
Washington, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
L. White, IB DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 


LEGEND: Catches-Yardage-TD-Longest 


GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA.STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
E. Anderson, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
L, Anderson, DT —2-0-2; 0-0 DNP 1-1-2; 1-8 2-0-2; 2-17 0-0-0; 0-0 0-2-2;0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 5-3-8; 3-25 
Brown, DT 1-3-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 1-4-5; 0-0 
Brungardt, DT 0-1-1; 0-0 3-0-3; 1-1 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 2-11 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 5-1-6; 3-12 
Byrd, FS 0-1-1; 0-0 3-1-4; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-3-3;0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 11-6-17; 0-0 
Caliendo, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 2-7 0-0-0; 0-0 2-3-5; 2-9 1-3-4; 00 7-8-15; 4-16 
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GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS, cont. 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 

Cooper, SS 3-2-5; 2-5 8-2-10; 1-2 1-2-3; 0-0 4-0-4; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 5-3-8; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 24-8-32; 3-7 
Cotton, SS 2-0-2; 1-18 2-1-3; 0-0 0-2-2; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 6-4-10; 1-18 
Crippen, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 4-0-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 3-1-4; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 8-2-10; 0-0 
Croel, LB 3-1-4; 2-9 3-1-4; 0-0 4-2-6; 2-6 6-2-8; 2-15 0-1-1; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-2 20-8-28; 7-32 
Dobesh 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Engelbert, NG 1-2-3; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 4-2-6; 2-18 2-0-2; 0-0 1-2-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 9-6-15; 2-18 
Gelken 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Hagge, LB 1-3-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 1-3-4; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 6-7-13; 0-0 
Hedrick DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Hicks, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 3-0-3; 0-0 DNP DNP 3-0-3; 0-0 
Hill, LB 3-0-3; 1-1 2-0-2; 1-3 1-0-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-10 2-0-2; 1-10 1-4-5; 1-1 1-0-1; 0-0 12-4-16; 5-26 
Jobman, LB 1-1-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-2-2; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 0-2-2; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 4-6-10; 0-0 
Keast DNP DNP DONP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Koellner, NG 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Kurtz, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 4-0-4; 0-0 

tte, CB n 2-0-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 
T. Lewis, CB 1-1-2; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 15-3-18; 0-0 
Miller, DT 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Mills, LB 3-4-7; 1-5 2-0-2; 1-1 3-3-6; 2-11 2-0-2; 1-5 0-0-0; 0-0 2-2-4; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 17-10-27; 5-22 
Mohnsen, LB 1-1-2; 0-0 ONP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 1-1-2; 0-0 
Monarrez, NG 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP INJ 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
Murray, NG 2-1-3; 1-4 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-2 0-1-4; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 8-2-10; 1-6 
Olson, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DONP DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 
Petko, LB 3-3-6; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 2-4-6; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 3-1-4; 0-0 14-10-24; 0-0 
Pickens, CB 2-0-2; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 6-0-6; 0-0 17-3-20; 0-0 
Reece, DB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-2-3; 0-0 1-0-1; 1-7 1-0-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 8-3-11; 1-7 
Sanders, FS 3-1-4; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 13-5-18; 0-0 
Sims, DT 3-1-4; 1-2 3-0-3; 1-12 2-0-2; 1-7 0-1-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 10-4-14; 2-14 
Spltzenberger, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP DNP 1-0-1; 1-9 DNP DNP 1-0-1; 1-9 
Svehla, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 3-2-5; 0-0 
Thomas, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 3-0-3; 0-0 
Tyrance, LB 4-6-10; 1-4 6-3-9; 0-0 3-2-5; 1-2 4-3-7; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 2-4-6; 1-1 3-1-4; 1-9 26-20-46; 4-16 
Valladao, DT 2-1-3; 0-0 2-1-3; 1-5 INJ 0-1-1; 1-10 1-0-1; 0-0 0-1-4; 1:4 0-0-0; 0-0 5-4-9; 3-19 
Walker, DT 0-0-0; 0-0 1-1-2; 1-2 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 1-7 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 5-2-75; 2-9 
Wells, DT 1-3-4; 0-0 3-0-3; 3-21 1-0-1; 1-2 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-3-3; 0-0 3-1-4; 1-3 8-7-15; 5-26 
Wendland, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0;0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
D. White, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 2-2-4; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 11-4-15; 0-0 
F, White, SS a 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 H 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 -5; 
Zacharals, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 

Legend: Unassisted Tackles-Assisted Tackles-Total Tackles; Tackles for Loss-Yardage Lost 

NEBRASKA GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 
OFFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
SE Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory 
uT Punt Punt Punt Punt Punt Punt Punt 
LG Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek 
c Young Young Young Young Edeal Young Young 
RG Roschal Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora 
AT Glaser Wiegert Engstrom Wiegert Glaser Glaser Glaser 
TE Kratzenstein Kratzenstein Kratzenstein Kratzenstein _Kratzenstein Kratzenstein Kratzenstein 
QB Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski 
FB Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter 
iB Clark Clark Clark Clark Clark Clark Clark 
we Bell Bell Bell Bell Bell Bell Bell 
DEFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. __ KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
OLB Mills Mills Mills Mills Mills Mills Mills 
iT Sims Sims Sims Sims Sims Sims Sims 
NG Murray Murray Murray Murray Murray Murray Murray 
RT Wells Wells Wells L. Anderson Wells Wells Wells 
OLB Croel Croel Croel Croel Croel Croel Croel 
SLB Jobman Petko Petko Petko Petko Petko Petko 
WLB Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance 
LcB Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens 
RCB Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis 
ss Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper 
Fs Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders 


Please note that statistics for the most recent game are compiled in the press box. However, changes may be made throughout 
the season to reflect official coaches’ evaluations after grading film. 
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PREDICTIONS 


ISU Win Over Huskers 
As Likely As Nixon's Return 


John Martinez, North Platte Tele- 
graph, North Platte, Neb.: “After two 
weeks on the road, the Huskers have a 
Homecoming game on tap against Iowa 
State. The Cyclones have some good 
athletes, but not enough to stay with the 
Huskers for four full quarters. But 
Nebraska cannot win by just going 
through the motions. Coach Jim Walden 
will have his Cyclones ready to play. 

“Nebraska is playing better every 
week and is reaching the level needed 
to defend its Big Eight title. If the 
Huskers can keep their minds on the 
game and not look ahead to Colorado, 
it should be no problem. Let’s go with 
Nebraska 45, Iowa State 10.” 

Chuck Green, Daily Nebraskan, 
Lincoln, Neb.: ‘Iowa State has been a 
favorite Homecoming opponent for 
many teams through the years and this 
year is no exception. Nebraska has 
played well at home and has beaten 
teams badly in the last couple of weeks. 
I think that streak will continue against 
the Cyclones. 

“Towa State started out the year good, 
winning a couple of games and playing 
people close, but then it dropped off. 
For the Huskers, it’s been just the op- 
posite. They sputtered at first and then 
put it all together. Iowa State will 
probabaly score against Nebraska with 
its passing attack when the Husker 
reserves are in the game. But don’t look 
for more than 13 points. I’ll say Nebras- 
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ka will win this one 59-13." 

Jon Ryan, Columbus Telegram, 
Columbus, Neb.: “Nebraska is on a 
collision course with Colorado. The 
Buffs currently have more proof to show 
they deserve a higher ranking than the 
Huskers because of the quality teams 
that they have played and the dominance 
they have shown over everyone. The 
Huskers are using their schedule as step- 
ping stones to keep improving and 
eliminating all the younger players’ 
mistakes. 

“Saturday’s contest with Iowa State 
could be overlooked by NU, but Tom 
Osborne won’t let that happen. Perhaps 
that’s why the Huskers rarely are upset. 
Coach Osborne never lets them forget 
who and what to prepare for each week. 
The Cyclones have some talent, but, just 
like Walden always tells us, they don’t 
have enough of it. That’s what the differ- 
ence will be Saturday. Nebraska 49, 
Towa State 13.’ 

Jeff Shearer, KDUH-TV, Scotts- 
bluff, Neb.: “This game will be a seri- 
ous blowout. The Cyclones are just not 
a very good team while Nebraska is 
starting to put all of the pieces together. 
I’m saying Nebraska 56, Iowa State 7. 
The only way that this game could be 
closer is if the Huskers are looking 
ahead to next week’s showdown with 
Colorado at Boulder. I don’t anticipate 
that happening. 

“8-0 sure sounds great, but I’m curi- 


ous how the Huskers would fare against 
the rest of the nation’s unbeaten teams. 
I guess we'll have to wait until next week 
to find out.” 

Jim Headley, Sidney Telegraph, 
Sidney, Neb.: “I look for Nebraska to 
rumple up Iowa State 35-16. Three 
weeks ago, if lowa State could move the 
ball to the 40, kicker Jeff Shudak could 
come in and get the Cyclones three 
points. But, Shudak is currently in Wal- 
den’s doghouse for breaking rules. The 
Cyclones paid the price for Shudak’s ab- 
sence last week against Oklahoma. 

“The strong point for ISU’s rebuild- 
ing backfield is Blaise Bryant, who is 
very quick and a threat to Nebraska’s 
defense. ISU’s defense is very inconsis- 
tent and the Nebraska offensive line 
should break open a lot of holes. Iowa 
State’s pass coverage is poor and the 
Huskers will take advantage of the air 
along with the rush. The Cyclones lack 
both the enthusiasm and the emotion to 
win this game. The Huskers should 
break out to an early lead and never look 
back.” 

Brad Fuqua, Grand Island In- 
dependent, Grand Island, Neb.: 
“Nebraska is in high gear right now and 
Iowa State won’t be a team that can stop 
it. Walden is a great coach but he 
doesn’t have the players that can com- 
pete with Nebraska for more than a cou- 
ple of quarters. Nebraska’s only problem 
in this game may be looking ahead to 
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Colorado for the trip to Miami. 

“Coach Osborne always pounds into 
his players’ heads to concentrate on the 
next obstacle. But, unfortunately for 
Iowa State, the Cyclones won’t be much 
of an obstacle. Nebraska 52, Iowa 
State 13.” 

Huskers Illustrated: ‘“‘Last year’s 
Homecoming visitor (Oklahoma State) 
scored 42 points on the Huskers. Don’t 
look for that to happen this year. 

“Though Bryant may slightly resem- 
ble Barry Sanders, Iowa State doesn’t 
represent last year’s OSU squad at all. 
The Cyclones are playing with fewer 
athletes and the athletes they have are 
smaller and slower than Nebraska’s. 
Ouch. Nebraska is the last of the Big 
Three (OU, Colorado and NU) that the 
Cyclones have to face and they are 
thankful for that in Ames. We’ll say 
Nebraska 52, Iowa State 10.” 

Roger Stanton, Football News, 
Detroit, Mich.: “It’s about as likely for 
Iowa State to beat Nebraska as it is for 
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Richard Nixon to get re-elected presi- 
dent. I’d say Nebraska will win by 
about 35 points. 

“That may not sound like a lot of 
points, but keep in mind that would 
cover a score of about 52-17. Any way 


you look at it it’s going to be about the 
same as last year. 

“There is a chance the game will be 
closer if Nebraska is thinking ahead to 
Colorado, which is possible. For exam- 
ple, Michigan and Michigan State strug- 
gled with sub-par games the week 
before they played each other. I know 
Tom Osborne is adamant about staying 
focused on the opponent at hand, but 
players are smart enough to figure these 
games out. They see the films too. Iowa 
State lost to Minnesota, one of the weak- 
er teams in the Big Ten, while Nebras- 
ka just destroyed Minnesota. 

“Nebraska is in an outstanding posi- 
tion because they have only an average 
opponent before they play Colorado, and 
then they have Kansas right before they 
play Oklahoma. This gives Nebraska 
a chance to regroup emotionally, to heal 
up physically and to use valuable time 
to prepare for what is without question 
the most critical part of their 
schedule.” 


FIRST CLASS ALL THE WAY. 


When regular or unexpected travel plans arise let 
Gniglobe Premier Travel and Werner Aviation solve 
your business and vacation problems. We're your 
single-source for all your travel needs. 

Call us today for all your business and vacation plans. 


We’re Your Partners in Travel. 


PF ee 
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(402) 895-3500 


SS TET er 


As a full service travel agency, Uniglobe can charter 
you a flight through Werner Aviation, or book you ona 
regularly scheduled airline. You'll enjoy first class 


accommodations either way. 


FIVIFI TION, ME: 


12916 Millard Airport Plaza @ Omaha, Nebraska 68137 


Premier Travel, Inc. 
12916 Millard Airport Plaza @ Suite 100 @ Omaha, Nebraska 68137 


(402) 896-9242 


Each agency independently owned and operated. 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


lowa State Cyclones 


After his Cyclones had lost to Colora- 
do 52-17, Iowa State coach Jim Walden 
said: “Imagine seeing that team and 
knowing there’s two more like it.” Wal- 
den, of course, was referring to Okla- 
homa and Nebraska, which the 
Cyclones were playing the next two 
weeks. 

Walden’s opinion of Nebraska is well- 
documented. In two games against the 
Cornhuskers, the former Nebraska as- 
sistant has seen his teams lose by a com- 
bined score of 93-19. 

The disparity in the programs 
represented by that total has been the ba- 
sis for a Walden crusade to exempt cer- 
tain schools from NCAA scholarship 
limits as a means of increasing their 
numbers. Earlier this season, Walden 
even threatened to quit if he didn’t get 
his way in the matter. 

For now, however, Walden is still Iowa 
State’s coach, and he’ll bring his under- 
manned Cyclones to Memorial Stadium 
on what he apparently considers an im- 
possible mission. 

Iowa State might be down in numbers, 
but the Cyclones have some talented in- 
dividual players, beginning with junior 
tailback Blaise Bryant, who’s ranked 
among the nation’s rushing leaders 
much of the season. The 6-1, 200-pound 
Bryant is a transfer from Golden West 
College in Huntington Beach, Calif., 
where he led the nation’s junior colleges 
in rushing last season with 1,691 yards. 

Bryant earned the starting job from 
Paul Thibodeaux, a three-year letterman 
who had a 67-yard touchdown run 
against Nebraska last season in Ames. 

Bryant’s rushing has been com- 
plemented by the passing of senior quar- 
terback Bret Oberg, who’s been ranked 
among the nation’s leaders in passing ef- 
ficiency. Oberg transferred to Iowa State 
from Porterville (Calif.) Junior College 
a year ago and passed for 1,360 yards 
and six touchdowns as a Cyclone junior. 

Bryant has been one of Oberg’s 
favorite receivers, as have juniors Troy 
Moore and John Glotfelty and senior 
Mike Busch, a 6-5, 252-pound tight end 
who was second-team All-Big Eight last 
season. Moore is a walkon, and Glot- 
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QB Bret Oberg 
felty is a converted quarterback. 

Oberg and Bryant depend on an offen- 
sive line built around returning starters 
Gene Williams from Omaha, Neb., 
Trent Van Hoosen and massive Keith 
Sims, who stands 6-4 and weighs 300 
pounds. 

Most prominent of the Cyclone 
defenders is senior Mike Shane, a 6-2, 
210-pound inside linebacker who earned 
first-team all-conference and honorable 
mention All-America recognition as a 
junior. Shane suffered a knee injury, 
which required arthroscopic surgery, in 
ISU’s 51-16 loss to Nebraska a year ago. 

Others of note on the Cyclone defense 
include tackle Don Edwards, end Ran- 
dy Bern, cornerback Marcus Robertson 
and free safety Tim Baker. 

Edwards and Bern each were credit- 
ed with seven tackles in last year’s game 
against the Cornhuskers. Baker, a three- 
year starter from Grundy Center, Iowa, 
made a season-high 15 tackles, includ- 
ing 12 unassisted, in the game. 

Iowa State’s kicking game is in trou- 
ble. All-star placement specialist Jeff 
Shudak will not play against NU for dis- 
ciplinary reasons. His abscense against 
Oklahoma may have cost ISU an enor- 
mous upset win. The Cyclones continu- 
ally went for two-point conversions. 
Punter Judge Johnston is solid. 

Johnston averaged 44.8 yards on eight 
punts against the Cornhuskers last year. 


One of those eight was a career-best 80 
yards. In 1987, Johnston’s season-best 
punt, of 55 yards, also came against 
Nebraska. 

Strengths: The versatility, running 
and receiving of Bryant; the defensive 
play of Shane and Baker; and the punt- 
ing of Johnston. 

Weaknesses: The Cyclones rank at or 
near the bottom of the Big Eight in pass 
defense, total defense and kick returns. 

Key Matchups: Bryant against an 
NU defense that rarely yields to the run 
and the Cornhuskers’ special teams, 
particularly on punt returns, against 
Johnston in a battle for field position. 

Statistically: Bryant and Nebraska’s 
Ken Clark rank among the nation’s lead- 
ers in rushing yardage. 

Players to Watch: Bryant and 
Oberg on offense, Shane and Baker on 
defense. 

Last Week: Iowa State lost to Okla- 
homa 43-40 in Ames. 

Next Week: The Cyclones play Kan- 
sas State in Ames. 


Nebraska vs. lowa St. 


When: Saturday, Oct. 28, 1:30 
p.m. 
Where: Memorial Stadium, Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Media coverage: Live broadcast 
on the Nebraska Football Network. 

Cyclone facts: Coach — Jim 
Walden, 51, is in his third season 
at Iowa State. Going into this sea- 
son, his career record as a head 
coach was 52-65-4. Returning 
Starters — ll, including five on 
offense and six on defense. School 
Colors — Cardinal and Gold. 
Nickname — Cyclones. Enrollment 
— 25,448. Conference — Big 
Eight. Basic Offense — Multiple. 
Basic Defense — 4-3. 

The Series: Nebraska leads 
68-13-2. The Cornhuskers have 
won Il in a row, following back- 
to-back losses to Iowa State in 
1976 and 1977. This year’s game is 
Homecoming for Nebraska. 
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COACHES’ EVALUATION 
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A Solid Performance 


Head coach Tom Osborne: 
“Overall, I thought we played OK. It 
was an unusual offensive game because 
Oklahoma State probably blitzed 95 
percent of the time, which took us out 
of about 90 percent of what we had 
practiced the week before for their basic 
4-3 defense. We expected them to blitz 
some but not that much. 

“I’m disappointed we didn’t complete 
some of our short passes. If we had, the 
offense could have moved a little better. 

“The defense didn’t let their running 
game get untracked and that pleased me. 
I thought the defense played well. The 
kicking game was good too except for 
the blocked punt. 

“It was a good win. I thought 
Oklahoma State played inspired 
football. 

“About the blitzing, we audibled 
almost every play. I thought Gerry did 
an outstanding job of getting us where 
we needed to be. 

“Ken Clark played hurt again but still 
contributed. We may have lost Richard 
Bell for a while with the hamstring pull. 
William Washington hurt his ankle on 
about the second play of the game, but 
he played with it. 

“The turnovers were huge plays. On 
Reggie Cooper’s interception, if they 
had scored there they would have had 
momentum. And Bruce Pickens’ fumble 
recovery really turned things our way. 

“‘We only had one turnover and that’s 
our goal — to have one turnover or 
less.” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride: “Bruce’s hit came on a one- 
man blitz. He was the only man coming. 

“This is the kind of game we needed. 
Frankly, I’m concerned about our run 
defense. We’re OK on the pass rush, but 
this was the first time all year we had 
seen a strong team that planned to run 
it and mean it. Our linebackers haven't 
seen the running game all year. We’re 
behind in our run defense. 

“Our first-team players were in there 
most of the time and their endurance 
held up fine. Again, we needed that. 
Looking at what Iowa State did to 
Oklahoma and what OU and Colorado 
can do on offense, our first-team people 


are going to be seeing a lot of action. 
The guys did what we asked. Nobody 
was asking to come out because of 
fatigue. 

“Towa State’s top guy is probably the 
best running back we’ve seen.” 

Receivers coach Ron Brown: “I 
thought the Oklahoma State cornerbacks 
did well against us, but they also gave 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
SE 19 MorganGregory 5-11 
81 Chip Bahe 
LT 78 Tom Punt 
76 Brian Boerboom 
66 Jim Wanek 
74 Will Shields 
68 Jake Young 
58 David Edeal 
69 Bill Bobbora 
64 John Roschal 
Doug Glaser 
Erik Wiegert 
Monte Kratzenstein 6-3 
William Washington 6-2 245 fr. 
Gerry Gdowski 6-0 190 sr. 
Mike Grant 6-2 200 so. 
Bryan Carpenter 5-10 205 jr. 
Sam Schmidt 6-1 225 sr. 
Ken Clark 5-10 200 sr. 
Leodis Flowers 5-11 200 so. 
Richard Bell 6-0 205 sr. 
Nate Turner 220 so. 
180 jr. 


190 sr. 
170 sr. 
285 jr. 
285 so. 
255 jr. 
245 fr. 
270 sr. 
285 jr. 
265 sr. 
280 sr. 
295 sr. 
270 so. 
230 sr. 


44 Gregg Barrios 


DEFENSE 


OLB 42 Jeff Mills 
93 Travis Hill 
LT 56 Joe Sims 
Paul Brungardt 
NG 74 Mike Murray 
Pat Engelbert 6-2 245 so. 
Kent Wells 6-5 280 sr. 
LeAndre Anderson 6-4 245 jr. 
Mike Croel 6-3 225 jr. 
David White 6-2 225 fr. 
Mike Petko 225 so. 
Randall Jobman 235 sr. 
Pat Tyrance 240 jr. 
9 Chris Caliendo 240 sr. 
Bruce Pickens 190 jr. 
Jon Crippen 5-10 170 jr. 
RCB 5 Tahaun Lewis 5-11 175 jr. 
3 Tyrone Legette 5-9 170 so. 
SS__17 Reggie Cooper 6-3 205 jr. 
24 Curtis Cotton 6-1 195 so. 
FS 26 Marvin Sanders 5-11 190 sr. 
8 Tyrone Byrd 5-11 170 fr. 
P= 47_:«~ Mike Stigge 6-1 190 fr. 


235 sr. 
230 fr. 
285 jr. 
265 jr. 
5-10 240 sr. 


up some big plays. Losing Richard Bell 
put a lot of heat on Mark Dowse and 
Tyrone Hughes, but they responded 
well. We're in a tight spot right now with 
our top two wingbacks hurt, but Mark 
and Tyrone are learning fast. Oklahoma 
State was a good game for them because 
they had everything under the sun 
thrown at them. With the heavy blitzing, 
it was important for our receivers to run 
excellent routes, especially slants and 
corner routes, and put pressure on their 
defense. I thought we did that.” 


CYCLONE 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
SE 81 John Glotfelty 6-1 18] jr 
42 Steve Lester jr. 
72 Gene Williams jr. 
68 Lance Henkel 
54 Trent Van Hoosen 
60 Eric Carlson 
69 Keith Sims 
56 Chris Mussman 
57 Rick Wells 
51 George Tsiotsias 
51 George Tsiotsias 
77 Dave Benoit 
16 Bret Oberg 
5 Chris Pedersen 
21 Blaise Bryant 
31 Paul Thibodeaux 
32 Ron Wilkinson 
34 Hussein Warmack 
85 Mike Busch 
88 Craig Mahoney 
83 Tyrone Williams 
7 Troy Moore 


18 Judge Johnston 


DEFENSE 


LDE 95 Matt Rehberg 
67 Todd Miller 
LDT 93 Matt Grubb 
65 Travis Block 
RDT 43 Don Edwards 
65 Travis Block 
RDE 75 Randy Bern 
99 Mark Dunn 
SLB 46 Larry Ratigan 


MLB 45 Mike Shane 
55 Phil Navarro 
WLB 37 Charles Vondra 
17 Jim Doran 
RCB 13 Andrew Buggs 
22 Dave Eder 
LCB 11 Marcus Robertson 
33 Kevin Lazard 
SS 36 Casey Martinez 
8 Jeff Bauer 
FS 29 Tim Baker 
25 Mark DouBrava 
P 18 _ Judge Johnston 
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Nebraska isn’t going to be caught 
looking ahead to Colorado on Nov. 4, 
but it’s on the minds of many of the 
players. 

Defensive tackle Kent Wells said, “All 
we have to do is make sure we’re 8-0 
going into that game and then it’ll be 
World War III. I’m looking forward to 
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playing Colorado, but I am seriously ex- 
cited about our games before then be- 
cause that’s how you build a team and 
how you build a winner.” 

When asked if the Cornhuskers were 
working on Colorado, most players said 
no. Coach Tom Osborne said he had not 
mentioned Colorado to his players. But 
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when asked if Nebraska is spending 
time on Mondays preparing for Colora- 
do, the way Nebraska has worked on 
Oklahoma on Mondays in the past, cor- 
nerback Bruce Pickens just smiled and 
said, “I don’t know if I’m supposed to 
say anything.” 

One NFL scout said that both NU 
kickers, Chris Drennan and Gregg Bar- 
rios, have a good chance at the pros. 
The scout, who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said both players have consistency 
and plenty of ability. 

Nebraska defensive tackle Joe Sims 
said he believes the Cornhuskers are 
ready to come together as a defense 
against the run. “I for one am looking 
forward to playing the running games of 
Oklahoma and Colorado this year. We 
get our tongues dragging on a hot day 
rushing the passer. Both of those games 
will be in the cooler weather and we’re 
going to be in a battle on every play to 
stop the run.” 

Wells added that the defense is look- 
ing forward to proving itself against the 
run, “You can only do so much as a 
defensive lineman against the pass and 
we’ve seen a ton of passing. Against the 
run, the linemen will get some tackles 
and that’s nice. Because against the pass, 
the cornerbacks and the safeties get all 
the tackles. I like to hit.” 

NU I-back Ken Clark said he can 
see the improvement in the Cornhusker 
offensive line, ““They’re blowing holes 
that make every play exciting for the I- 
back and anybody else in the backfield.” 

Clark said he was sorry to see that 
OU’s top running back Mike Gaddis 
was out for the season after undergoing 
knee surgery for ligament repair. He 
added he hoped Colorado running 
back Eric Bieniemy, who had a broken 
bone in his leg, would return. ‘‘There 
are too many good Big Eight backs go- 
ing down this year. I think most of the 
reason for that is the defenses make the 
running back a marked man because the 
running game is so important in this 
conference.” 

George Darlington, NU defensive 
backs coach, said he hasn’t been sur- 
prised with the success of his defensive 
backfield. ““Tahaun Lewis was in on 
over 100 plays — almost every passing 
situation we had last year — and Bruce 
Pickens started a couple of games.’ 


32 October 28, 1989 


4 


Cable 


MORE THA 


— 


CORNHUSKERS 


ision 


LEVISION 


IT'S A CABLEVISION EXCLUSIVE! 


THREE CORNHUSKER GAMES ONLY ON CABLE! 


Cablevision's got your ticket to see three 
Husker games right in your home! For just 
$59.95, you'll see three of the Cornhuskers’ 
most challenging contests of the year! Call to 
order CORNHUSKERS ON CABLEVISION 
at 421-0300 and Cablevision will give you a 
special filter so you can enjoy the games. 
Once again, Cablevision delivers! 


Who else but Cablevision can you count on 
to have the hottest sports on TV? CORN- 
HUSKERS ON CABLEVISION will be an 
event to remember, as you witness the games 
of the Cornhuskers’ 100th season! 
Supplies are limited, so hurry and order 
Cablevision's first pay-per-view 
opportunity now ! 


TO ORDER 
CORNHUSKERS ON CABLEVISION CALL 421-0300 
Call between 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday or Tuesday; Wednesday through Friday till 9:00 p.m.; 
or 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday. A Cablevision representative will tell you what you need to know 


to see the games. 


Cablevision 


MORE THAN JUST TELEVISION 
5400 South 16th St., Lincoln, Nebraska 68512 


Some restrictions may apply. Sorry, 


no orders after 1:30 p.m. on October 14th. 


NEBRASKA 


VS. 
OKLAHOMA 


November 18; 10:30 p.m. Delayed 


Changing Times 


DANNY NEE SEES SOME MERIT IN NEW 
PROPOSALS TO REDUCE TIME SPENT ON ATHLETICS. 


ebraska officially began basket- 
ball practice with its second 
“Midnight Madness” intrasquad scrim- 
mage a little after 12 a.m. on Oct. 15. 
If legislation sponsored by the NCAA 
Presidents Commission passes at the 
NCAA's annual convention in January, 
Nebraska and the rest of Division I 
won’t be able to start practice until Nov. 
15, beginning in 1992-93. 
The Cornhuskers couldn’t play their 
first game in 1992-93 until Dec. 20. 
They open this season against the 


University of Missouri-Kansas City 
nearly a month earlier, on Nov. 25. 

And they would be limited to 25 
games plus postseason tournament play. 

Among the other proposals was one 
that would restrict spring football to 10 
days of non-contact work. Currently, 
Division I teams are allowed 20 days of 
spring practice, with a maximum of 15 
practices in full pads. 

The changes are intended to benefit 
student-athletes by limiting athletic par- 
ticipation to one semester of the school 


Mostly supportive, Nee still contends shorter schedules 
won't guarantee high GPAs. 


year, as much as possible. 

“The (Presidents) Commission’s first 
and foremost consideration is the wel- 
fare of our students, the academic train- 
ing of these young people,” Nebraska 
Chancellor Martin Massengale said in 
announcing the legislation. 

Massengale is the chairman of the 
NCAA Presidents Commission. 

Cornhusker coach Danny Nee isn’t 
adamently opposed to the Commission’s 
proposed changes. The schedule could 
be reduced by three games. “‘I really 
have no opinion on that,” he says. “That 
would be all right. It wouldn’t affect us. 
But my team’s grade-point average isn’t 
going to go up if it’s (reduced). I can 
tell you that right now. 

_“*You could shorten the season to 10 
games, and the (team’s) grade-point 
average wouldn’t go up. No way.” 

Nee sees some problems with the 
proposal, particularly if teams can’t be- 
gin playing until Dec. 20. 

“The season’s too long, but a Dec. 20 
start is impractical,” he says. ‘“*You’ve 
got two holidays in there, Christmas and 
New Year’s, and when you add Christ- 
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve, you’re 
talking about four days.” 

With coaches trying to play their al- 
lotted 25 games in the reduced time 
frame, teams probably would have to 
continue playing through the Christmas 
holidays, according to Nee. 

That, in turn, would mean the play- 
ers wouldn’t be given a break. 

Under the current guidelines, “we'll 
get about seven days off (at Christmas) 
this season,” Nee says. 

As an alternative, he’d suggest allow- 
ing practice to begin Nov. 1, with the 
first game no earlier than Dec. 1. That 
would cut the season by two weeks. 

“Tt would be tight,” says Nee. ‘‘But 
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you could take away those three games, 
or even four games.” 

The problem then becomes one of 
finances. For every game dropped, the 
school loses revenue. And ‘‘you’ve got 
to have that money,” Nee says. 

“If the football stadium here wasn’t 
filled every Saturday, we'd probably 
have a different attitude about this.” 

Except for men’s basketball, which 
holds its own financially, football sup- 
ports Nebraska’s entire athletic program 
for men and women. 

The assumption, of course, is that if 
student-athletes aren’t practicing or 
playing games, they'll spend more time 
on their school work. But will they? 

“You can modify behavior, but you 
can’t totally change it,’ says Nee. 
“There’s a responsibility on the players, 
too. They’re adults. They can vote. 
They’ve got driver’s licenses. The 
responsibility shouldn't be totally on the 
coach or the institution.” 

Nevertheless, Dick Schultz, executive 
director of the NCAA, “‘says it really 
starts with the coach, and I agree,” Nee 
says. “Coaches control the almighty 
playing time.” 

There is no better incentive for a 
student-athlete to go to class and main- 
tain his grade-point average at an accept- 
able level, according to Nee. 

As far as influencing the academic be- 
havior of his players, “I’m at my most 
effective right now. The team GPA is al- 
ways the highest in the fall. I’ve got great 
leverage because everyone wants to play. 
When the season’s over, I’ve got no con- 
trol, particularly if the guy’s a senior. 
What am I supposed to do then, tie him 
to his bed and make him study? You 
can’t do that.” 

In basketball, the time demands on 
student-athletes aren’t as great as one 
might think, according to Nee. 

For one thing, ‘‘we don’t miss a lot 
of school the way it is now,” he says. 

The Cornhuskers travel on small 
planes rather than commercial flights 
and rarely schedule non-conference 
road games in the middle of a week. Big 
Eight games all are close and never re- 
quire more than one night’s stay. Con- 
sequently, “‘our kids just don’t miss that 
much class,” says Nee. 

The key to academic success for a 
student-athlete is organization, utilizing 
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time properly. “It’s not all that hard, 
really,’ Nee says. 

Nebraska practiced twice a day for the 
first two weeks, on a rigorous schedule 
designed to force the Cornhuskers to be 
more organized and time conscious. But 
after those 10 days, “it’s a country club 
(routine),” says Nee. 

Players spend two or three hours in 
practice. If they sleep for seven or eight 
hours, ‘‘they’ve still got 14 hours a day 
free time, unless they want to lay around 
like couch potatoes,” he says. “‘They 
might be tired for an hour after prac- 
tice, but that only lasts until they eat. 
They don’t go to bed at 7 or 8 o'clock. 
If you call the dorm at Il o'clock at 
night, it’s hopping.” 

Major college athletics draw unfair 
criticism because so much attention is 
focused on the negative aspects. 

At a news conference in Lincoln, re- 
cently, Schultz said: ‘Because college 
athletics is so popular and so visible, 
there are going to be attacks. But the 


bottom line is that so many expect 
coaches and athletes to be perfect in an 
imperfect world. 

“We'd like to be perfect and we are 
striving to that end. But we can’t expect 
to get there in 30 days.” 

Nee echoes that attitude. 

“So many groups have attacked col- 
lege athletics . . . I don’t know if I'm 
Bambi or what, but I don’t think we're 
as bad as people think. I don’t see a na- 
tional catastrophe,” he says. 

“I was talking to a friend recently, 
who said, “You coaches have to blame 
yourselves. All you’re doing is expand- 
ing, expanding, expanding. You aren’t 
coming up with answers.” 

Some of those questions to which 
coaches are expected to provide answers 
go far beyond their domain, though. 

For example, the educational deficien- 
cies of those who attend some inner-city 
schools. ‘“*That’s not athletics; that’s us, 
as a society,” Nee says. ‘Major college 
athletics are only a reflection of that so- 
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ciety. But we keep getting scrutinized 
because of all the money involved. 

“Does the outcome of the Big Eight 
have any effect on the world’s problems? 
Things are a little out of perspective, I 
think,” says Nee. 

He’s comfortable with what’s happen- 
ing in the Nebraska basketball program. 

“All I know is, our house is in ord- 
er,” Nee says. 

During a news conference following 
the announcement of the NCAA Presi- 
dents Commission recommendations, 
Massengale said he believes the meas- 
ures will pass at the next NCAA Con- 
vention. If they do, Nee and every other 
Division I coach will have to adapt. 

Basketball practice began on Oct. 15, 
as NCAA rules currently allow. ‘That 
gives us more than enough time,” Nee 
says. “You could take away a week or 
two (of practice), no problem. 

“It’s just easier on the players.” 

That’s supposed to be the bottom 
line. @ 


SHAIPRISL, STADIUM 


MD scvoin, NE 88508 OFFICALLY LICENSED 


Huskers Illustrated 37 


he first play from scrimmage in 
T the 100th season of Nebraska 

football was a pass from quarter- 
back Gerry Gdowski to tight end Monte 
Kratzenstein. It was complete for a 
28-yard gain. 

The more than 76,000 fans in 
Memorial Stadium might have been sur- 
prised that the Cornhuskers would open 
with a pass. But Kratzenstein wasn’t. 

The previous day during practice, 
receivers coach Ron Brown told Krat- 
zenstein that Gdowski would have the 
option of throwing a bootleg pass on the 
game’s opening play. 

“T think that’s a good play to start out 
with,” Kratzenstein told reporters after 
the game. He was wide-open. 

The pressure Kratzenstein felt on the 
pass, only the fourth reception of his 
Cornhusker career, was probably less 
than what he felt after Brown talked to 
him the previous day about the opening 
play of the game. 

“T went through a stretch of thinking 
about what could go wrong,” Kratzen- 
stein said. “The first five minutes after 
Coach Brown told me, that’s all I 


thought about.” 

Brown may have told Kratzenstein on 
Friday before the game, but chances are 
the Nebraska coaches had settled on the 
bootleg pass as their opening play be- 
fore that... probably on Thursday. 

Each week “we usually have about 
the first three series scripted,’ says 
Coach Tom Osborne. 

So the play that followed Gdowski’s 
bootleg pass to Kratzenstein, an off- 
tackle run by I-back Ken Clark, as well 
as several plays after it, had been 
planned out well in advance. “It may 
vary a little bit?’ Osborne says. “In other 
words, it isn’t like we just list 12 plays 
and go right down the line. We'll have 
first down and second down, and then 
we'll have third-and-long, third-and- 
medium, third-and-short.” 


All-American center Jake Young 
and QB Gerry Gdowski (above) 
initiate the offensive game plan 
that Osborne sometimes fine- 
tunes even on Saturday 
mornings. 


yi | G Oo 
Ahead, 
Make My 
Play” 


NU’s game plan, like 
dialogue in a classic movie, 
is scripted well in advance. 


By Mike Babcock 


The script depends on down and dis- 
tance. “We'll do that for maybe three 
series,” says Osborne. 

By scripting the first two or three ser- 
ies, Osborne and his offensive coaches 
hope to get a feel for how the defense 
will respond in particular situations. 
“We try to look at a variety of sets and 
see how they play us, defensively,” he 
says. 

That information can then be used as 
the game develops. For example, 
“‘maybe we’re thinking about running a 
reverse, so we'll run a play that ‘com- 
panions’ a reverse to see what the back- 
side does, whether they’re really 
pursuing hard or if somebody’s sitting 
back there, looking for a reverse. 

“On some plays you look at secon- 
dary reaction, whether they’re coming 
up fast on the option and pitch plays. 
That way you have things in mind you 
might want to go to later on.” 

The offense is constantly adjusting, 
responding to the defense. The quarter- 
back can audible, check out of one play 
and into another. 

“But we try to get most of our sets 
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looked at in the first 10 or Il plays, if 
we can,’ Osborne says. 

The Cornhuskers generally have a 
good idea of the opening sequence of 
plays after Thursday’s practice. Osborne 
usually has the offense run through the 
script that day, and “‘if they’re attentive, 
they’ll know what the first play of the 
game will be,” he says. 

Occasionally, a coach will talk to a 
player involved in a play during the 
scripted sequence, the way Brown did 
with Kratzenstein, telling him to be alert 
for a particular response on the part of 
the defense. 

Osborne is a master tactician who ap- 
proaches his game plan like a chess 
master. Typically, he writes the script 
Thursday morning, but “I continue to 
work on it through Saturday morning, 
sometimes, revising it a little and mak- 
ing notes,” he says. 

Having an opening strategy doesn’t 
ensure success on Saturday, of course. 
Sometimes the game plan is of great 
value. At other times, it’s not worth 
much because “‘there’s no pattern to 
what the defense does,” says Osborne. 

That can’t be said of Nebraska’s 
defense, however. There’s definitely a 
method to the madness. Cornhusker 
defensive coordinator Charlie McBride 
makes certain of that with the aid of a 
computer and long hours of study. 

The defensive planning takes place 
throughout the week during practice, af- 
ter the coaches have analyzed the oppo- 
nent’s down-and-distance tendencies in 
a variety of situations. 

What plays does a team typically run 
out of a particular formation? What 
plays does it run when it lines up on one 
hash mark as compared to the other? 
What play does it go to most often on 
third-and-long inside the 20? How often 
does it pass on first down? In which 
zone are most of its passes completed? 

The basic information to answer such 
questions comes from a computer. 
“Then I do a lot of writing,’ says 
McBride. 

The information fed into the computer 
has been gleaned from a team’s previ- 
ous games. So obviously, the later into 
a season, the more reliable the analysis 
because it’s based on more information. 

Field position is important. The 
Cornhusker defensive coaches look at 
tendencies in the “field”? and the “red 
zone,’ anything inside the defensive 
team’s 20-yard line. They also analyze 
goal line tendencies, plays inside the 
5-yard line. 

McBride copies information from the 


computer printout onto notecards. “I 
like to write it,’ he says. “By writing 
it down, I learn it.” 

Other things are taken into account as 
well when the defensive coaches plan 
their week of practice. Each week a 
graduate assistant “scouts” an upcom- 
ing opponent. His primary concern is 
“watching a team function,’ says 
McBride. “‘He looks for any little thing 
that wouldn’t show up in the films. Are 
they enthusiastic? How do they align 
their huddle?’ 

Something as seemingly mundane as 
the formation of a huddle can be useful 
to the defense. By knowing that, “the 
coaches in the pressbox can see their 
personnel. We can determine, for exam- 
ple, if they’ve got two tight ends in the 
game,” McBride says. 

“There are lots of things you can’t see 
from watching films.” 

The Cornhusker coaches watch films 
of the previous day’s game and grade the 
performances of their players Sunday 
morning. Then they return Sunday af- 
ternoon to begin preparation for the next 
opponent. On a typical Sunday, 


McBride gets back to the office at ap- 
proximately 2 p.m. and works until ear- 
ly morning, usually about 1:30 a.m. He 
has stayed as late as 4 a.m. 


He does most of his copying of the 
computer-generated statistics Sunday 
night. “‘That takes a long time,” he says. 
“First-and-10 (tendencies) alone can 
take me as much as two hours.” 

While he breaks down the computer 
reports, the other defensive coaches 
work on other aspects of the compre- 
hensive analysis. For example, George 
Darlington, the secondary coach, breaks 
down the opponent’s passing. 

“In the passing game, we get zone 
tendencies, where they’re throwing the 
ball most, what areas of the field. A 
team might throw the ball on a lot of 
hook routes; those things help for our 
coverages,” says McBride. 

Such information also can help in de- 
termining when to send in the Corn- 
huskers’ “dime”’ unit. If, for example, 
a team has thrown 62 percent of the time 
on first down in the field, “we might use 
our dime package.” 

Monday morning, the defensive 
coaches meet to determine what 
schemes will probably be most effective 


The Black Shirts (here, Ray 
Valladao) get their first peek at 
the defensive game plan on 
Tuesdays. 
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given the upcoming opponent’s tenden- 
cies. Because the defensive plans usually 
aren’t finalized until Monday night, 
Monday’s practice involves working on 
the base defenses they’d automatically 
use. 

Monday “is more of an orientation 
day for the players,’ McBride says. ““We 
try to get them familiar with the most 
frequent formations and the most fre- 
quent plays, run and pass, they'll see 
(from the upcoming opponent). 

The defensive coaches usually meet 
Monday night until 10 or II o'clock. 
They ‘finalize as best we can our 
defenses for that week,” says McBride. 
“We try to go over the passing game and 
pass action, with the coverages we’re 
planning on running. Then we'll look at 
previous games to determine any 
problems we might have with regard to 
coverages or fronts.” 

The defensive coaches write scripts, 
too, for practice each day. Each segment 
of practice is scripted by play and the 


Game Plan _ 


NU’s first play against KSU was 


Carpenter (29) up the gut; it was 
in the script. 
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defense Nebraska plans to use against 
it. ‘“‘What we try to do is take their 
favorite plays, especially early in the 
week, and run them against every 
defense we'd possibly use,” he says. 

The defensive coaches draw up cards 
for each of the opponent’s offensive 
plays. The cards are then used during 
practice by the scout team, which has 
the responsibility of approximating what 
the defense will see. 

Each scout team member will look at 
the play cards to see what he’s supposed 
to do. The idea is, after the defensive 
players have seen the plays during prac- 
tice, they'll be better able to recognize 
them in the game. 

Each of the defensive coaches concen- 
trates on a specific area. 

McBride and Kevin Steele, the line- 
backers coach, diagram the opponent’s 
inside plays. Darlington concerns him- 
self with pass plays. And Tony Samuel, 
the outside linebackers coach, is respon- 
sible for outside runs. 


The play cards are used throughout 
the week, with practice stations careful- 
ly broken down by down and distance. 

For example, the Cornhuskers work 
on “‘third-and-long, all the plays we 
think we'd see; first-and-10; field short- 
yardage; red zone short-yardage. In a 
20-minute period, we might spend 10 
minutes on each — short-yardage red 
zone and short-yardage field?’ McBride 
says. “‘It all depends on the team, the 
week, how much you know about them 
and how often they’ve been in that par- 
ticular situation. 

“Early in the year, it’s hard to get ten- 
dencies for teams because they haven't 
played many games.” 

It’s also difficult to get tendencies 
evaluating films of games in which a 
team has used a different defensive 
alignment. For example, McBride didn’t 
pay much attention to Missouri’s season 
opener against TCU because the Horned 
Frogs have a different defensive 
philosophy. As a result, ‘the blocking 
schemes are different,’ he says. 

“You have to find teams that run, bas- 
ically, the same front as you do.” 

Missouri and Kansas State presented 
special preparation problems this sea- 
son because they both have new head 
coaches. Minnesota had a new offensive 
coordinator, and as a result, ‘‘what we 
broke down during the summer had no 
relationship to what they were running. 
So we only had one game to go on,” 
Minnesota’s opener against Iowa State. 

The Cyclones presented unique 
preparation problems two years ago be- 
cause Coach Jim Walden, a former 
Nebraska assistant, was in his first sea- 
son in Ames. ““When you play against 
a new staff, no matter what you see on 
film, there are still things you’re unsure 
about,” McBride says. 

Playing a team once, “‘you figure out 
things you won’t do the next time.” 

The offensive and defensive coaches 
start over, for the most part, in analyz- 
ing opponents each season, even during 
conference play. 

“What happened last year won't be of 
a whole lot of value this year,’ says Os- 
borne. “It varies, but everybody’s try- 
ing to think ahead a little bit. We don’t 
always try to play Oklahoma the same 
way we did the year before, offensively 

continued on page 46 


} ETIAK'S 


¢ CARPET * LINOLEUM e WALLPAPER « PAINT 


15th & Davenport Downtown Omaha 
VISA and MasterCard Welcome 
342-5604 


A Great Way To Go 


From Town Io Town 


All you have to do is take West Dodge Road from Omaha to Boys 
Town. You'll see one of Nebraska’s most popular attractions 
including our Hall of History, which features hundreds of artifacts from 
Boys Town’s 70-year history. And admission and tours are free. If you 
need a little vacation, comé to Boys Town. It’s a great way to go from 

town to town without leaving Omaha! 


BOYS }¥ TOWN 


He am't heavy, Father 


he's on’ brother 


a 


I 

1 

1 

I 

i 

4 

I 

I 

45 i 7 | 

ane cree ' 
ea 3 oN PF i 
= 


oD EE EE a) DY ee ED A De ee ee 


Huskers Illustrated 4] 


His parents felt it was time 
he had a place of his own. 


After all, he was 15. 


kids are thrown away. Put out onto the 
streets. With no job, no money and no- 
where to go, these kids turn up in aban- 
doned buildings, alleys and in morgues. 
But now there is a number for kids to 
call. The Covenant House Nineline helps 


kids with food, clothing, a place to sleep 
and, most ofall, someone to talk to. 

To get help in your hometown call our 
Nineline 1-800-999-9999. It’s free, and 


you can Call from anywhere. 
Nineline 1-800-999-9999 : 
Anytime. Anywhere. paXe 
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By Pat Quinn 


Brawny And Brainy ‘Backers 


hen you mention inside lineback- 

ers, Nebraska fans think of 
Marc Munford, Mike Knox and Steve 
Damkroger. And there’s a pretty 
promising crop of high school prospects 
this year, some of whom are contem- 
plating wearing a Cornhusker jersey. 

The nomenclature for these inside po- 
sitions has ranged from middle line- 
backer to strong-side and weak-side 
linebacker and more recently referred 
to as “willie” backer and ‘sam’ back- 
er. Whatever they may be called, these 
are the young men who often make the 
most tackles against the run and are re- 
quired to help with the under coverage 
on pass defense. Herculean require- 
ments these. 

From the many high school teams 
they come to college as fullbacks, line- 
backers, defensive backs, tight ends and 
even running backs but first, and fore- 
most, they must be football players who 
love contact. Therefore, they’re usually 
a scarce commodity. 

Cornhusker off-campus recruiter Jack 
Pierce describes the two types of line- 
backers the Huskers search out. He 
says, “They need to be strong and big. 
Running is not quite that vital to an in- 
side linebacker but it’s a big plus. Mun- 
ford, Knox and Damkroger all had these 
qualities. 

“The willie or weak-side backer is 
often required to have the quickness of 
the outside linebacker. Yeah, we’re con- 
fessing a trend toward a 3-4 defense but 
the inside linebackers have to have spe- 
cial qualities. 

“Among those qualities, beside size 
and strength, the inside backers have to 
be intelligent. They must be able to call 
the initial defense, quickly make the 
right check calls when presented with 
an unusual offensive alignment and once 
the play starts be able to read it proper- 
ly and get to the ball.” 

In this day of increased academic re- 
quirements, the quick, alert mind is 
growing in importance. Surprisingly, 
among the primary dozen inside back- 
ers we were able to come up with, all 
but two have more than met the mini- 


mum requirements and some have out- 
standing academic pedigrees. 

Of course, it’s a guessing game and 
for sure, there are others who'll make 
it on the major college scene. Some have 
yet to physically grow into the position 
and others who are large enough now 
may turn out to be excellent down line- 
men on defense. 

Pierce adds, “A lot of schools, who 
see large kids who have actual 40 speed 
in the 4.8 and 4.9 range, know they are 
recruiting these prospects feeling they'll 
be down linemen. But, you never real- 
ly know until these young men get into 
your program.” 

Academics seem to go hand in hand 
with some of the most highly regarded 
schoolboy prospects. Oliver Gibson of 
Romeoville, Ill., has already booked a 
21 on the ACT, Mike Fields of Enid, 
Okla., has a scholarly 29 ACT score on 
the books and Pete Bercich of New 
Leonx, Ill., is officially down with a 27 
ACT. Then there’s Chris Sanchez of 
Santa Barbara, Calif., who measured 
1130 on the SAT. 

These figures give this signal, that 
among the better prospects the chance 
of academic problems after arriving on 
campus are greatly diminished. This is 
a big plus as the search for the 1990 
freshman class goes on. There are some 
interesting remarks to be considered 
when you take a closer look at this 


group. 


Take Gibson for instance. Two well- 


regarded publications rate him the best 
inside linebacker in the entire nation. 
He’s already got his 21 on the ACT but 
as soon as his senior grid season is over, 
Gibson will take it again in hopes of 
posting a better score. This is why his 
personal plans include law school when 
his football playing days are over. 

While Fields has yet to reach the 
desired size, he moves his 6-3 frame 
over the 40 in 4.7 and is one of the best 
prospects in Oklahoma. He spent last 
summer at Brigham Young’s camp but 
he lists Nebraska as one of his top 
choices. His quickness will permit him 
to move to outside linebacker, if 
necessary. 

Bercich is a cinch inside prospect. 
He’s a National Honor Society student, 
bench presses 320 pounds, plays tight 
end and fullback, too, plus he’s consi- 
dered to be a solid college baseball 
prospect. The big drawback is the ini- 
tial report that he plans to stay in the Big 
Ten area and this includes Notre Dame, 
too. 

Sanchez, who has maintained 3.8 
grades in high school, started his ath- 
letic career as a soccer player and this 
lends to his quickness and endurance. 
He’s a physically big and raw talent, 
who'll probably outgrow his offensive 
chores as a fullback. 

In no particular order, we liked what 
we saw in Nkosi Littleton of Carson, 
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TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS OF ‘89 


NAME HT. 


WT. 


HOMETOWN 


6-3 
6-4 
6-3 
6-4 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 
6-4 
6-3 


Pete Bercich 
DeShannon Campbell 
Mike Fields 
Oliver Gibson 
Dana Howard 
Marvin Jones 
Jeff Kopp 

Nkosi Littleton 
Doug Livingston 
Gil Sanchez 
Bruce Walker 
Todd Wolkow 


ALTERNATES 
Jim Flanigan 
Oscar McBride 
Greg McThomas 
Ryan Wilson 
Stacey Wilson 


6-2 
6-6 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 


220 
233 
217 
230 
220 
215 
230 
220 
225 
215 
240 
235 


235 
225 
230 
235 
235 


New Lenox (Providence), Ill. 
Houston (Yates), Texas 
Enid, Okla. 

Romeoville, Ill. 

E. St. Louis, Ill. 

Miami (Northwestern), Fla. 
Danville (St. Ramon), Calif. 
Carson, Calif. 

Carrollton (Turner), Texas 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Compton (Dominquez), Calif. 
Lakeville, Minn. 


Brussells (S. Door), Wis. 
Chiefland, Fla. 

Milwaukee (Marquette), Wis. 
Dayton (Meadowlake), Ohio 
Tupelo, Miss. 


This list was compiled from various media and recruiting services. 
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Calif., a school that has produced a lot 
of major college players. One recruiter 
claimed, ‘‘He’s a sight to be- 
hold. . .quick, tough and just devastat- 
ing.” With all these accolades he’s 
already in with an 810 SAT score. 

California has another hot prospect in 
Bruce Walker of Compton. He’s cleared 
the SAT requirements, adamantly claims 
he runs the 40 in 4.5 rather than the list- 
ed 4.7 and benches 375 pounds. While 
everybody is trying to gain his attention, 
he’s attended UCLA’s summer camp the 
past two years. 

It appears the Earthquake state has a 
corner on these prospects as Jeff Kopp 
of Danville, Calif. , is regarded as an ex- 
cellent physical prospect, has a great 
work ethic (which is no small en- 
couragement to recruiters) and he’s 
qualified academically (850 SAT) but 
plans to take the test again in hopes of 
doing better. All of the big schools are 
after him and early returns show he lists 
the Huskers among his top four choices. 


Preview cost *0.99 
includes postage and handling 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 
P.O. BOX 8417 CEDAR RAPIDS, |A 52408 


Enclosed is $ for copies of the College Football Preview. 
Please ship immediately. 

Name — 
Address 

City State Zip 


Two more players, already qualified 
academically and high on the list of 
many schools, are Todd Wolkow of 
Lakeville, Minn., and Doug Livingston 
of Carrollton, Tex. Livingston has good 
speed but Wolkow is regarded to have 
only average speed. He compensates for 
it with the kind of instincts that indicate 
he can play linebacker. 

Many claim the best athlete in the St. 
Louis area is Dana Howard of East St. 
Louis, Ill. His formal 18 ACT has re- 
moved any entrance requirement 
problems and one recruiting service 
claims, “‘He’s far and away the best ath- 
lete in an area where there are always 
quite a few good players each year.” His 
older brother went to Miami (Fla.) and 
tripped over the academic hurdle, and 
this may help him stay closer to home 
which may be the reason some say he’s 
seriously considering Nebraska. 

Probably the “pick of the litter” could 
be DeShannon Campbell of Houston 
(Yates), Texas. He and teammate Aubry 
Beavers (a defensive end or down line- 
man) are being recruited by everyone. 
There is no official report in on his 
grades or test scores and Clemson 
thinks it has the edge to get him but 
writers in the Houston area say Camp- 
bell has other schools he’s considering 
and often the Huskers are mentioned. 

Marvin Jones of Miami, Fla., is 
regarded by many as the best schoolboy 
player in the entire state of Florida. 
That’s a big recommendation. He’s the 
fastest one of the bunch (if 4.55 in the 
40 can be believed) and while he’s said 
to have a 3.0 GPA, there are no test 
scores in, yet. A hint to follow, his older 
brother attends Florida State. 

If the recruiting gurus are accurate, 
these are the best names to consider but 
watchout for some of the fullbacks and 
bigger defensive backs to make some 
noise at these positions in the next two 
or three years. 

In case these won't do, we've listed 
five alternates, four of which have post- 
ed the necessary grades. On brains 
alone, we must consider Jim Flanigan 
of Brussells, Wisc., who logged an 1140 
SAT or how about Ryan Wilson of Day- 
ton, Ohio, who pegged a 21 ACT to his 
impressive physical crendentials. 
But, sooner or later, we must draw the 
line. @ 
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Game Plan 


continued from page 4] 
or defensively.” 

And Oklahoma doesn’t play Nebras- 
ka the same way each season. There are 
always changes, some subtle, some not. 

That’s why Osborne scripts the first 
two or three series of each game. And 
that’s why McBride looks at a team’s 
tendencies in a given season. 

In some ways, the defense has a more 
difficult time preparing for an opponent. 
An offense doesn’t change its basic ap- 
proach from week-to-week; it just tries 
to determine which plays in its arsen- 
nal will work, But the defense often has 
to change its entire approach from one 
week to the next. 

Nebraska opened against Northern II- 
linois, a run-oriented Wishbone team, 
and then had to deal with pass-happy 
Utah a week later. “As the season goes 
on, there’s a lot of mental pressure on 
the kids,” McBride says. “*They’re hav- 
ing to change every week.” 

Kansas State’s offensive line splits 
were normal. Missouri’s weren't. “The 
whole concept of their offensive line was 
different,’ says McBride. 

So the defense had to adjust. That’s 
why, early on each week, “we always 
think we look terrible. It’s because the 
kids are getting their heads screwed on 
a different way.” 

Early in the week before the Kansas 
State game, McBride says he had all but 
convinced himself the Huskers were go- 
ing to lose to the Wildcats, who had won 
only once in 3] previous games. 

His concern, of course, was unfound- 
ed. New coach or not, Nebraska’s game 
plan, offensively and defensively, was 
impeccable. The Cornhuskers rolled up 
723 yards of offense and allowed 153. 

Kansas State’s first play from scrim- 
mage — from the Wildcats’ 3l-yard line 
— was a pass from quarterback Carl 
Straw intended for Michael Smith. The 
Cornhusker defense, no doubt, had a 
good idea Kansas State would open up 
with a pass and had seen Smith’s route 
during the previous week’s practice. 

On Nebraska’s first scrimmage play 
fullback Bryan Carpenter gained | yard 
over left guard. That Carpenter, who 
carried six more times for 56 yards and 
a touchdown, got the ball on that open- 
ing play should have come as no sur- 
prise to the rest of the offense. 

It was in the script. 
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